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Dressed as Vampira, Maila Niemi (Nurmi) frightened small 


In This Issue... 


children and their parents. ca. 1954. 


So many people helped with this issue of Cxtux that it is hard to acknowledge all 
of them. Margie Warila suggested the first story in this issue about a classmate of hers, 
Maila Nurmi, who became an actress in Hollywood. When Maila died, it was movie 
buff Gerald Olson who gave us the news along with biographical material on her. On 
another visit, he brought in Sandra Niemi, Maila’s niece, who came to the Heritage 
Museum loaded down with photos and stories. \Warren Lovell and other classmates 
of Maila’s reminisced about her. Ella Hill, a neighbor of Maila’s, shared the photos of 
her with us. So much material came in that we have not been able to print it all in the 
magazine, but it is here at the Heritage Museum for those interested to see. 

When Ernst Berge Drange wrote from Norway to ask for help in finding out what 
happened to the Tollifsen/Svensen family that lived in Westport, many people stepped 
in to help solve the mystery. Among them were Kari Kandoll, Deborah Steele, Jon 
Westerholm, Carlton E. Appelo, people from three counties, four if we consider that 
Carlton's Archives are located about a mile into Pacific County, Washington. Carlton, 
however, is a resident of Wahkiakum County. The story is in this issue. 

Bruce Berney took on a lion’s share of the work on this Cumtux with Part 2 of his 
story on the history of the Kiwanis Club. 
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VAMPIRA 


by the Editor 


AiLA Nurmi, also known as 
“Vampira,” was a television 
and film star with an unusual persona. 
When she was in character, she wore 
a long black figure-hugging dress, 
long black hair, bright red lipstick 
and 3 inch nails. She was beautiful, 
sexy, funny, wicked and mysterious. 
Maila’s career started in 1954 when she 
attended a masquerade party dressed 
as a character in the Charles Addams 
cartoons from the New Yorker maga- 
zine. At the party, she caught the 
attention of a television producer who 
wanted her to appear as the hostess of 
a late night show introducing horror 
films, “The Vampira Show.” Although 
the show did not even run two years, 
Maila Nurmi created a character 
that caught the imagination of the 
public and was copied by actresses 
Carolyn Jones who played Morticia 
Addams in the “Addams Family” 
television show (1964 to 1966); by 
Yvonne DeCarlo, Lily Munster in the 
“Munsters” from 1964 to 1966); and by 
Cassandra Peterson known as “Elvira, 
the Mistress of the Dark” in many TV 
and film appearances. 
Maila’s career in film and television 
never again brought her as much 
attention as she had in the mid-1950s 


though she did act and model occa- 
sionally. By the 1960s she was making 
jewelry to sell and in later years, 
she is said to have worked cleaning 
houses for ninety-nine cents an hour. 
On January 10, 2008, Maila Nurmi 
passed away in Los Angeles. The re- 
sponse after her death proved that she 
had not been forgotten. Thousands 
of web sites on the internet contain 
stories about her life. One comment 
posted on the internet reflected the 
thoughts of many others: “I just hope 
Maila gets the respect she deserves in 
death that she never really saw during 
her life. She has affected pop culture 
so much with her Vampira image, 
even if people aren’t really aware of it 
on a concious [sic] level.” 

The stories all fail to note that 
Maila Nurmi had attended Astoria 
High School and lived here for at least 
a couple years. The story she wrote 
for the Los Angeles Weekly newspaper 
in 1964, following in a few pages, 
makes this clear. Other errors in her 
internet and newspaper biographies, 
may have been provided originally by 
Maila herself for publicity purposes. 
She was not born in 1921 in Petsamo, 
Finland (now Russia since the end of 
the Finnish-Russian war). And Nurmi 
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An autographed promotional photo of Vampira 


was not her real surname. She took the 
name because of the public’s familiar- 
ity with Paavo Nurmi, a Finnish 
Olympic track star in the 1920s. 

She was born Maila Elizabeth 
Niemi in Gloucester, Massachusetts 
on December 11, 1922, according 
to Maila’s niece, Sandra Niemi, an 
Astoria resident. Maila’s early years 
were spent in Ohio before moving to 
Astoria in 1939. She was in the May 
1940 graduating class at Astoria High 


School. Her photograph appears in the 
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Astoria High School yearbook along 
with Cumtux authors and subjects 
Warren Lovell, John Jalonen, James 
Hope and Rodney Miller and CCHS 
benefactor Ed Parker. The yearbook 
describes her as: “Born Gloucester, 
Massachusetts; Senior Ball committee 
8; Astor Post Staff 8; Tri Y 8; Future, 
Pacific University.” (The numbers 
refer to semesters, two each school 
year.) Another photograph, dating 
to May 11, 1940, also appeared in the 


Spring 1993 Cumtux when she was a 
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Poster for the 1959 movie Plan 9 From 
Outer Space produced and directed 
by Edward D. Wood, Jr. and starring 
Vampira. The film is generally 


regarded as the worst film ever made. 


member of the Rytmi Seura, a girls 
theatrical club associated with the 
Finnish Brotherhood. That this is 
the same person was confirmed by 
Warren Lovell and Margie Warila and 
by local newspaper stories. 

The Astoria Budget in 1954 contains 
two articles about her. The first (with 
the first name misspelled) from June 
a3tt reports: 


Vampira, alias Mala Libby 
Niemi, daughter of Mrs. Sophia 
Niemi of Astoria, appeared on 
the Red Skeleton show Tuesday 


evening. Miss Niemi has her 
own television show “Vampira” 
on the ABC network. She is a 
1940 graduate of Astoria High 
School. Bob Niemi of Oregon 
Egg Producers Assn. is her 
brother. 

The next from August 7°: 
Ex-AsTORIAN ON TV 
Vampira, sensational star of 
radio and television, who was 
known here as Maila “Libby” 
Niemi, will be a guest star on 
the Eddie Albert television show 
Saturday. She is a daughter of 

Mrs. Sophia Niemi. 


MaiLa NurMI’s PARENTS 

Maila’s parents were Onni and 
Sophia Peterson Syrjaniemi. Her 
father, Onni, was an important man, 
but in a far different arena from 
Maila. Onni was well known among 
the Finnish community as a speaker 
for the temperance movement and as 
an editor for Finnish language news- 
papers owned by Lutheran Church 
organizations. 

Onni Syrjaniemi was born to 
Daniel and Liisa Syrjaniemi in 
Haapajarvi, Oulu province, Finland 
on June 5, 1889. By 1910, he was living 
with his brother Nestor in Gloucester, 
Essex County, Massachusetts, where 
both worked cutting granite rocks. 
This was Onni’s occupation until at 
least 1917 when he was examined for 
the World War I draft registration. He 


was described as tall, with blue eyes 
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and light brown hair. Onni reported 
to the draft board that he did not 
believe in militarism and planned to 
return to Finland. Much changed in 
the next three years, however. By 1920, 
he was married to Sophia Peterson, a 
native of Massachusetts. But because 
her husband was an alien, according 
to the law at the time, Sophia lost 
her citizenship. The couple adopted 
Onni’s nephew, also named Onni, 
after the death of the boy’s mother in 
the influenza epidemic of 1918. 

Somehow, Onni had managed to 
qualify for the post of editor of the 
newspaper Amerikan Suomalainen 
(The American Finn) in Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts. He now went by the 
name of Onni Niemi, shortened from 
Syrjaniemi. (Some of this informa- 
tion was confirmed by his biography 
printed in The Szirtokansan Kalenteri 
of 1963, a calendar of events of Finnish 
Americans for the preceding year. The 
biography took a full three pages, 
longer than most in these calendar 
books.) 

A group of men in Cleveland 
organized to produce a newspa- 
per, the Kansan Lehti in 1928. The 
paper became the property of the 
Finnish Publishing Company who, 
the next year, hired Onni Syrjaniemi 
of Fitchburg, Massachusetts to edit 
it, now using his full name. The 
publishing company was moved to 
Ashtabula, Ohio, ending publication 
in 1931. 

In the 1930 census, Onni and his 
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Onni K. Syrjaniemi 


family were living in Cleveland. He 
was now 40 years old, and editing the 
newspaper. His wife, Sophia, was 34, 
and bookkeeping for the paper. Their 
adopted son, Onni, was working at 
a library as a page. Also listed in the 
census were a son, Robert, 8 years old, 
and a daughter, Elizabeth, age 7, both 
born in Massachusetts. 


FaMILy TO AsToRIA CA. 1938/1939 

In 1938, Onni Syrjaniemi first ap- 
pears in local (Astoria) records when 
he was made an honorary member of 
the Finnish Brotherhood. The next 
year, he was chosen to speak at the 
World’s Fair at Treasure Island, San 
Francisco, on Finnish Day, as a repre- 
sentative of the Lower Columbia River 


area. He was editor of the Lannen to1946. While editing the newspaper 
Suometar, at the time, a bi-weekly _ in 1940, he and his family were living 
church-supported Finnish newspaper at the Home Apartments on Franklin 
printed on Bond Street in Astoria, Avenue between 12 and 14°. The 
near 10°, The paper had along history newspaper he edited was sold by the 
in Astoria, being published from 1922 owners to Oke Zatterlow in 1946 who 


May Senior Play 

Alice Johns and Mervin Anderson were the leads in the May 
Senior class play, “Grahame Crackers.” 

The production is a fast moving drama of a happy-go-lucky family 
who didn’t have a care in the world until their coffers lacked coins. 
The hilarious result was a scene showing the family working like 
honey bees with a hitch hiker finally coming to the rescue. 

Jimmy Hope, playing the part of Gardiner, supplied the humor by 
trying to produce an amateur moving picture which involved the 
rest of the cast, who were actors in the picture. 

The cast of characters were Jane Graham, Alice Johns; Peter Mervin 
Anderson; Gardiner, Jimmy Hope; Lisa, Helen Skille; Drusilla, Viola 
Sippala; Mother Grahame, Mary Beyer; Aunt Augusta, Inga Carlson; 
Katie, Elizabeth Niemi; Sammy, Charles Woodfield; Emmett Brett, 
Edwin Parker. 


The play was directed by Miss Zoe Allen. 
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Mervin Andersen, 
Mary Beyer, Inga Carlson, standing: Florence Heilala, Jim Hope, Helen 
Skille, Alice Johns, Elizabeth Niemi, Edwin Parker, Miss Zoe Allen 
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renamed it Lannen Uutiset and later 
The Columbia Press. Oke printed it 
in Finnish at first, then in English. 
The next owner was the talented 
cartoonist and political satirist Hal 
Allen. The newspaper has gone 
through several owners and a move to 
Warrenton since then, losing all hint 
of its Finnish origins. 

Onni’s occupation was listed as 
“lecturer” in the 1942 Polk Directory 
for Astoria. The family was living at 
the Victor Apartments, (just behind 
what is now Annie’s, on the southwest 
corner of 29t? and Marine Drive). 
Onni and his wife separated and 
in 1956, he moved to Lake Worth, 
Florida where he again worked as the 
editor of a Finnish newspaper. 





Sophie Syrjaniemi remained in 
Astoria. She died June 27, 1957 while 
on a visit to Hollywood, California. 

Onni’s last trip to Astoria was in 
July 1962 for a speaking engagement 
at the Presbyterian Church. He stayed 
with his son, Robert Niemi, for four 
days before returning to Florida. Onni 
died a few months later on October 
10, 1962, at the age of 73, leaving a 
wife, Aili K. Syrjaniemi. He is buried 
in a Palm Beach cemetery. 


Marita NurMIs BROTHER 


Robert Niemi was born in 
Gloucester, Massachusetts on May 
27, 1921, living for a time in Ashtabula, 


Ohio where he graduated from 


Harbor High School in 1939. He then 





Sandra Niemi visited her aunt Maila Nurmi in her later years. “Maila was really 
talented,” Sandra said. “She saw beauty in weeds as well as flowers.” An example 
of her artistic skill survives in the sketch of her good friend James Dean seen here 


between Jerry Olson and Sandra. 
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moved to Astoria. When World War 
II broke out in 1942, he enlisted in the 
army. After the war, he returned to 
Clatsop County and in 1946, married 
Laila Lillian Wuori. They lived in the 
Lewis and Clark area. 

Robert Niemi worked for Oregon 
Egg Producers from 1943 to 1963. He 
had been the manager for some years 
before leaving the business. He then 
worked for Lower Columbia Dairy, 
Nehalem Valley Express, and Bumble 
Bee Seafoods. He served as president 
of the Teamsters Local No. 58. He was 
an active member of many fraternal 
organizations in Astoria including the 
American Legion, V.F.W., the Elks, 
Masons, Moose, and the Kiwanis, 
for which he served as president in 
1957. His daughter, Sandra, said that 
her father volunteered for the com- 
munity in many ways. He was active 
with the Babe Ruth Baseball League 
as an umpire. He was president of 
the Lewis and Clark Consolidated 
School P.T.A., serving as a master of 
ceremonies at events at the school, 
and at Christmas, dressed as Santa 
Claus, carrying an enormous sack 
of oranges for the children. He died 
January 29, 1977 at the age of 55. 


A FAMILY’S LEGACY 
Astoria movie buff Jerry Olson 
recently said that Maila Nurmi is the 
most famous of the television and movie 
stars to come out of Clatsop County, 
except for Clark Gable. Her passing 
brings to our attention her father, 
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an important figure in the history of 
Finnish-American newspapers and the 
temperance movement and her brother, 
a well-known citizen of the area. * 


Screen Goddess and Dragon Lady 

What motivated Maila to become 
“the Dragon Lady?” The answer is 
in an article that appeared in the 
Los Angeles Weekly newspaper of 
September 14-20, 1964, a back-to- 
school issue. 

Note: Astoria High School seniors, 
for atime, were sorted into January and 
May graduating classes. Maila appeared 
in the high school year book in the May 
1940 class, although her story that fol- 
lows says it was the class of 1939. 


Maila’s 1940 graduation photo. 
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Photo from the 1940 Astoria High School yearbook 


Class of '39 - Vampira 
by Maila Niemi (Nurmi) 


"We were all high all the time up there back in 
1939. All 500 or 90 of us - add to that the faculty, 
they were high, too... It was altitudinous. Astoria 
High School was on top of a mountain in Astoria, 
Oregon. 

You could take some time off from making 
spitballs and look out of the window in study 
hall. Way, way down below, you'd see the Columbia 
River, and the sun glinting off the water. On that 
ferryboat (a nickel a ride) they played a record 
called "Ferryboat Serenade." Only that past summer, 
Glen Miller himself had come to the Seaside Ballroom 
to play, 80 you could dance "the Balboa" to that 
very song!! That was your high. "Marijuana, the weed 
that kills" was still in the future. Pot in these 
parts was a pal of a pan. 

The bell rings. A rude awakening. Suddenly you 
become painfully aware, again, of who you are. You 
are Maila Nerdna — OUCH!! Now you must somehow get 
this hated, unsightly carcass down that crowded 
corridor to your next class. Oh agony of agonies. 

Scrawny, knock~kneed, pigeon-toed, flat-chested 
and yellow, with what looks like rancid spaghetti 
for hair, you are clearly, no prospect for the yell- 
leader tryouts! Your face sports hairless eyes — no 
eyebrows, no lashes — and lids that fall nearly 
shut Qike a dead chicken hanging upside down), a 
pig's snout, a mouth perpetually ajar, gasping for 
breath and revealing a broken picket fence of teeth. 
The icing on the cake, the ultimate embellishment 
the countenance wears - as well as a constellation 
of brown moles strewn helter-skelter about its 
charming self - is a hollow expression, as of a 


visitor from another planet. 
... continued on page 10 
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... continued from page 9 

You realize that you present a startling picture. 
The frighteningly mismatched, ill-fitting assortment 
of hand-me-down rags that grace your form give the 
distinct impression that you just dropped in to say 
"goodbye" on your way to the poorhouse. 

Nobody knows that you're sexy. It is your secret. 
The nicest thing anybody at Astoria High ever 
said about you was “Here comes the Bride of 
Frankenstein!" 

If you were a rich kid in Astoria, in 1939, you 
could get the necessary $5 for the necessary status 
symbol — a Model A Ford with a professional paint 
job, in a quiet color. If you were a poor kid, you 
could save nickel bottles and do odd jobs till you 
had $5 for a Model T Then you had to paint it fire- 
engine red or canary yellow. You'd have to paint 
faded '20s phrases on it like "I Love My Wife... but, 
oh, You Kid." The rumble seat would always remain 
open and with something racy painted on it like 
"Hotman, burn my 
scanties.' 

If you were 
Maila Nerdna, the 
boy you thought 
was cute would 
tell you, "You're 
not funny, it's 
the way your 
mother dresses 
you." 

You decided 
you'd show them! 
You'd grow up to 
be "the Dragon 
Lady." They'd see. 
They'd be sorry. 






Photo courtesy of Sandra Niemi 


A glamour photo of Maila. 
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Clatsop, Columbia, Pacific & Wahkiakum Counties 


THE SVEN TOLLIFSEN FAMILY 


by the Editor 


HE first part of this story is taken 

from two books printed in Sand, 
Norway, Sand: Gadar og folk by Ernst 
Berge Drange published in 2000 and 
from the story “Svensenfamilien — 
laksefiskarar bade I Columbia og I 
Suldalslagen,” by the same author 
in the book, Gamalt fra Suldal, 
published by the Arsskrift for Suldal 
Sogelagin in 2007. Ernst translated 
the first story in an e-mail to CCHS 
and Berit Madsen of Astoria trans- 
lated the second. 


A SEARCH FOR RELATIVES 

At the end of July in 2007, a party 
of visitors from Norway came through 
Astoria traveling east to Westport in 
a rented car. They were on the search 
for members of the family of Sven 
Tollifsen (variously spelled Tollievsen 
and Tollivsen, etc.) and his wife 
Gullaug. Along the way they stopped 
by Svensen, thinking that this town 
might have been named for Sven and 
Gullaug’s children who used Svensen 
as asurname. They decided that it was 
little more than a crossroads, so they 
continued on toward Westport, the 
last location they had for the family 
back in the 1930s. 

The visitors included several de- 
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scendants of the oldest son of Sven 
and Gullaug Tollifsen and Ernst 
Berge Drange, a historian who works 
at the Ryfylkemuseum in Sand, in the 
far north of Norway. 

Sven (born in 1832) and Gullaug 
(born in 1836) had nine children, six 
surviving out of childhood. The chil- 
dren were: Tolleiv, born 1859; Helge, 
born 1861; Sven, born 1864; Johanne 
Margarethe, born 1866; Gurina, born 
1868; Marta, born 1872; Ola, born 
and died 1874; Ola, born 1875 and 
died 1881; Martine, born 1879 and 
died 1881. 

Sven and Gullaug lived in a little 
house at Sand that burned in a fire 
in 1879. They then bought another 
house there. Sven made his living 
fishing with a partner and working 
in the shipyard at Sand. After the 
fire took his house, life was very 
hard. Shipbuilding halted and fish- 
ing alone was not enough to support 
the family. Sven decided to go to 
the United States, hoping to build 
a future there. Ernst Drange, in his 
research, learned that two of Sven’s 
sons, Helge and Sven, immigrated 
to the U.S. in 1884. Ernst could not 
find the immigration data on the 
father, but believes that he left at the 


1] 


same time. Sven’s wife Gullaug and 
three daughters immigrated in 1885. 
Not long after, they were living in 
the Pacific Northwest with a mailing 
address in 1891 at Westport, Oregon. 
The story told in Norway was that the 
family had lived at Sauvie Island, in 
the Columbia River, where they fished 
for salmon. According to the story, 
the men were often away from home 
fishing for days while the women were 
left alone, uneasy due to the presence 
of Indians in the area. 


THE FAMILY IN NORWAY 
The oldest son, Tolleiv Svensen, 
had remained at Sand and in 1883, 
he married Ragna Olina Askjel’s 
daughter Tjerntveit, from Sauda, 






Photo courtesy of Tom Svensen 


Norway (1857-1919). Tolleiv, like his 
father, was a fisherman and worked 
at the shipyard. From 1883 to 1884, 
he worked on the river for Walther 
Archer, an English aristocrat who 
had bought all the rights to fish in 
the river, the Suldaagslaagen. He 
fished for salmon with a fishing rod 
(sports fishing). Earlier the fishermen 
had been able to fish in the river with 
nets and traps. 

Then in 1891, Tolleiv and Ragna 
Svensen and their four children 
came to the United States. Tolleiv 
fished with his father and brothers 
for a time. His wife Ragna, however, 
became so homesick for Norway that 
they returned to Sand in 1894. Tolleiv 
worked as a mariner in the fjord, 


Sven and Gullaug Tollifsen on the porch of their house on Puget Island, ca. 1900 
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then as a cooper and a day laborer. 
In later years, he had the reputation 
of being the best and most popular 
of the rowing men (boat puller) for 
the sportsmen fishing at the mouth of 
the river, many of them Englishmen. 
When one man caught a salmon 
weighing 34 kilos (about 75 pounds), 
Tolliev was the boat puller. 

The children of Tolleiv and Ragna 
Svensen were: 

1. Alida Gurine, born 1883 and 
married 1906 to Daniel Toresen, 
farmers in Ardyl, Ryfylke. 

2. Gunda Svennine, 1886-?, lived 
in her parents house at Sand with her 
family. She married in 1920 to Olav 
Andersen Klungtvedt from Sand 
(1885-1953), and they had three chil- 
dren. Olav had been in the States for 
three years as a young man (Midwest). 
Also he did some work as a salesman 
and worked on the road. For many 
years he was a rower in the river like 
his father-in-law. Gunda had two chil- 
dren before she was married, Sverre 
(born 1910) and Gullaug (born 1914). 
Sverre’s son is Tolveiv Svensen, born 
in 1942, and lives at Sand today. 

3. Sven, born in 1888, was with his 
parents in the U.S. from 1891 to 1894, 
and returned to the U.S. as a grown- 
up, living in Seattle, Washington. 
He never wrote home after his father 
died in 1923, so the family in Norway 
doesn’t know what happened to 
him. 

4. Ole Martinius (1890-1895), 
drowned at Sand. 
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Sven Svensen, center; wife Bertha 


Serena behind him; rear left, Olga, 
rear right, Sidney; front left, Garda 
and front right, Selma, ca. 1905. 


5. Lilla Olina (1894-1966) married 
1914 to Jorgen Jorgensen, lived at 
Sand. 

6. Oletta Martine (1896-1989) 
married 1921 to Sjur Eikesas, lived 
at Sand. 

7. Olav (1898-1966) lived at Sand, 
unmarried. 


THE SEARCH FOR RELATIVES 
CONTINUES 
When Ernst Drange and the other 
Norwegian visitors reached Westport, 
they stopped at the cemetery. The 
Westport cemetery lies on a long 
upward slope, ringed by trees. About 
two-thirds of the way up the hill and 
on the west side, they found the graves 
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Photo courtesy of Steve Parsons. 





Sven Svensen and his fishing boat “Serina” named for his wife. 


of Sven Svensen and his wife Bertha. 
After a careful search, they were 
unable to find the graves of Sven’s 
parents, brothers or sisters. 

They continued on, crossing into 
Columbia County, and stopped at the 
Clatskanie library where they were 
shown the 1958 book, Clatsop County, 
Oregon by Emma Gene Miller. They 
were disappointed to find no mention 
of their relatives in the section of the 
book on Westport and to learn that 
Svensen was named after a Swedish 
farmer, Peter Svensen, not a member 
of their family. They found a copy 
of the issue of Cumtux that had the 
story about Westport and the West 
family by Jim Aalberg. Still there was 
no mention of their family. 

Their time was short and it was 
necessary for them to return to 
Norway. The trip was a limited suc- 
cess as they had not found any living 
relatives. 

Back in Sand, Norway, Ernst 
Berge Drange found an address for 
Jim Aalberg and wrote to him. Jim 
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advised him to contact the Clatsop 
County Historical Society. Ernst sent 
an e-mail to CCHS on August 23"4, 
asking for information on the family 
of Sven Tollifsen. “Would you, by any 
chance, know the Svensen family of 
Westport? Sven Svensen died in 1933, 
wife Bertha in 1940, so the family had 
been living in Westport more than 
forty years.” 


CLaTsop COUNTY RESOURCES 

Most of the queries that come to 
the Clatsop County Historical Society 
can be solved using the resources 
available in the CCHS archives, the 
library or the courthouse. The library 
has newspapers that go back to the 
mid 1860s and an index to them; 
we have marriage and death indexes 
and a myriad of other records to help 
us learn about the people who have 
lived here. 

A search through the 1924-1944 
death index for Clatsop County, 
compiled by the Clatsop County 
Genealogy Society, produced the 
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name of Martha Larsen, the daughter 
of Sven Tollifsen born in Norway and 
his “unknown” wife. Martha was 
born in Norway on March 19, 1873 
and died at Wauna, a small mill town 
west of Westport, on September 27, 
1928, the wife of Henry Larson. Henry 
was also listed on the death index. 
He was born in Norway and died in 
Warrenton, Oregon (a long way from 
Wauna), on December 18, 1937 at 
the age of 84. He was the son of Ole 
Larsen and Helga Helguson. 

Assuming that there was only one 
Marta/Martha who was the daughter 
of a Sven Tollifsen, we continued on 
looking for information on her. 

We made a hurried visit to the 
Astoria Library to look for Martha’s 
obituary. We found it, but it was very 
briefand made no mention of her fam- 
ily or even her husband. Fortunately 
she appeared on the ancestry.com web 
site on the 1910 census, in Warren, 
a town in Columbia County, along 
with her husband Henry Larsen and 
her children by a previous marriage 
who went by the last name of Brecke: 
Olof, age 19, Sidney 18, Lillian Maria 
17, and Goddard 11 (who turned out 
to be Garney Goddard). Also listed 
were Henry and Louise Larsen (ages 
29 and 21), Martha’s step-children. 
Henry was a store-keeper at the town 
of Warren. His obituary also made no 
mention of his wives. 

A book on Westport Cemetery in 
the CCHS archives contains the name 
of Martha Larsen. On a visit to the 
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cemetery a few days later, we found 
her headstone next to one for Lars O. 
Brecke, one listed as “Mother” and 
the other as “Father.” Her children 
evidently decided to bury her by her 
first husband. A number of other 
headstones with the name of Brecke 
were near by. Some of these later 
proved to be step-sons of Lars. 

Because we now had the names 
of Martha’s children, we were able 
to locate them on the federal census 
records for 1920 and 1930, the World 
War I draft registration, and the social 
security death records all available 
through the ancestry.com web site. 
But where were the other children 
of Sven Tollifsen and his wife? We 
searched through the Westport, 
Oregon census for 1900 but not 
one member of the family could be 
found. 

The answer was back at the Astoria 
Public Library. They did not have an 
obituary for Martha’s father but did 
for her mother, who died April 15, 
rg1t. “Mrs. Gulauv Tollefsen died at 
her home on Puget Island, Saturday. 
The deceased was a widow, 74 years of 
age and a native of Norway. Her death 
was due to old age.” The obituary 
for Martha's brother, Sven Svensen, 
appeared in the September 18, 1933 
Astoria Budget: 


Sven Svensen, 69, farmer and 
fisherman at Puget Island for 
44 years, passed away Sunday 
after a lengthy illness. He came 
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to the United States when only 
17 years old. He was a charter 
member of the Trinity Free 
Church at Welcome Slough on 
Puget Island. 


Survivors include the widow 
Mrs. Bertha Svensen, Puget 
Island, three daughters, Mrs. 
E. M. Johnson, Mrs. John Vog 
of Puget Island and Mrs. P 
T. Sherman, Portland; a son 
Sidney Svensen, Puget Island, 
and 10 grandchildren. 


Funeral services will be held 
Wednesday afternoon from 
the Trinity Free Church at 
Welcome Slough with Rev. O. 
Hustoft officiating. Interment 
under the direction of the E. 
B. Hughes mortuary will be in 
Westport Cemetery. 


It appeared then that our search 
needed to move across the state 


border. 


Pucet IsLaND 

This seven-mile long, three-mile 
wide island lies in the middle of the 
Columbia River between the town 
of Westport on the Oregon side and 
Cathlamet on the Washington side. 
The line dividing the states of Oregon 
and Washington runs near the middle 
of the Columbia River but dips to 
include Puget Island in Wahkiakum 
County in Washington State. The 
island, with an elevation of about five 
feet, is home to nearly eight hundred 
people (according to the 2000 census). 
In the early years, a boat was the only 
way to leave the island, but as most of 
the islanders were fishermen, they had 
boats for transportation. Since 1925, a 
ferry has carried automobiles between 
Westport and Puget Island. It is now 
operated by Wahkiakum County 
with financial help from the State of 
Washington. A bridge built in 1939 
connects Puget Island with the town 
of Cathlamet on the north shore. 

Nearly illegible handwriting on the 


CLatsop County Historica SOCIETY 


1900 census made it difficult to locate 
the family members at first. By doing 
a name by name reading of the census 
for the area, we finally discovered the 
missing family members and began 
to chart them and their descendants. 
(Sven Tollefsen was listed as Sern 
Tollers and Lars Olsen as Lars Alsen.) 
The family was listed in the Eureka 
Precinct in Wahkiakum County. 
One of our big breaks came when 
we asked Jon Westerholm, an official 
of the Columbia River Fishermen’s 
Union, if he knew any of the Brecke 
family. He said he remembered 
Garney Brecke, a buyer for Bumble 
Bee Seafoods, well. He added that 
one of Garney’s relatives lives in 
Clatskanie and is married to the 
owner of the Clatskanie Chief news- 
paper. The owner of the newspaper, 
Deborah Steele Hazen, agreed to 
meet with us and a few days later 





View of the west end of Puget Island in Washington State from Bradley Park in Oregon. 


when we visited her office, she spent 
over an hour photocopying obituaries 
for the Brecke and Svensen families 
to add to our growing collection. 
Debbie and her husband, Phil Hazen, 
who owns the store next door to the 
newspaper office, explained the fam- 
ily relationships of the Breckes and 
provided the names and addresses 
of his relatives. Phil is the grandson 
of Lillian Brecke Hazen, the great 
grandson of Martha Svensen Brecke 
Larsen and great great grandson of 
Sven and Gullaug Tollifsen. We also 
learned that an index to some issues 
of the Clatskanie Chief is online at 
worldvitalrecords.com. A search for 
the name of Brecke on this web site 
resulted in seventy-five hits. 

On the north shore of the Columbia 
River, across the bridge from Puget 
Island is the town of Cathlamet, home 
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The 1965 landslide that caused the fatal tsunami occurred just west of the park. 


Cumtux — Vol. 28, No.1 — Winter 2008 l 


Society. After we contacted Kari 
Kandoll, curator of the organization, 
she dropped by the Heritage Museum 
bringing along a copy of a book on 
Wahkiakum County cemeteries. Kari 
explained the confusion over the name 
of the place where the Sven Tollifsen 
family lived. She said that in the early 
days, Puget Island residents used the 
post office at Westport and all mail 
would have been stamped with that 
name. This led to the mistaken belief 
that Sven and Gullaug Tollifsen lived 
in Westport. She also sent us a copy 
of research she had done on Sven 
and Bertha Svensen with naturaliza- 
tion and other information. She 
included the name of Steve Parsons 
of Washington, Illinois, a relative 
of Bertha’s, who had contacted Kari 
for information on the family. We 
e-mailed Steve who sent some of the 
photographs that accompany this 
article. 

We now had amassed a large col- 
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lection of data on the descendants of 
Sven and Gullaug Tollifsen. A visit 
to the archives of Carlton Appelo, 
located in Pacific County just east 
of Naselle, near the Wahkiakum 
border, filled in the missing element, 
the history of Puget Island where 
the family had lived when they first 
arrived in the Pacific Northwest and 
where some members of the fam- 
ily still live today. Carlton Appelo, 
a recipient of the 1997 Washington 
State Governor’s Heritage Award 
and author of a number of books on 
communities in Wahkiakum and 
Pacific County, provided a copy of 
an eye-witness account by Elroy 
Svensen, the grandson of Sven and 
Bertha Svensen, of a tsunami, created 
by a landslide that hit Puget Island in 
1965, resulting in one fatality. (Elroy’s 
obituary is online on the internet in 


more than one location.) Carlton put 
us in touch with Kayrene Gilbertsen 
who had more information. Kayrene 
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is a Puget Island resident and friend 
and neighbor of Olive Brecke Rodal 
one of the descendants of Sven and 
Gullaug Tollifsen. 

It was often said in the past that the 
river was the road. It is certainly true 


of the study of this family. 


SOME NOTES ABOUT THE FAMILY: 

Bertha Johnson Svensen, the wife 
of Sven Svensen, was also born at 
Sand, Norway. She along with her 
parents, Hadley and Olena Johnson 
and three sisters, appear on the 1880 
census at Dover, Fayette County, 
lowa. 

The next census with the family on 
it is the 1900 census for Wahkiakum 
County, at Eureka (near Puget 
Island): 

Sven Tollevs, born August 1832, 
a fisherman and his wife Gulau. He 
owned his own farm. (This is actually 
Sven Tollifsen and his wife.) 

Swen Swensen, born 1864, a fish- 
erman, and his wife Bertha, their 
children Sidney and Olga. He owned 
his own house. 

Lars Olsen, born 1869 and his 
wife Martha, born 1873, with their 
children, Lillie 6, Olaf 9, Sidney 8 and 
Garney 1. He owned his own farm. 

This last is the family of Martha 
Svensen Brecke Larsen. By 1910 
Lars Olsen added the name Bracke 
(Brecke). He was divorced and liv- 
ing on Deer Island in Columbia 
County, Oregon, working in a log- 
ging camp. Both 1900 and 1910 
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Phil Hazen of Hazen Hardware 


in Clatskanie is the great great 


grandson of Syen and Gullaug Tollifsen 


censuses agree that he was born in 
lowa, though a later census reports 
it was Minnesota. Both his parents 
were born in Norway. Perhaps, he 
was acquainted with Bertha Johnson 
Svensen before her marriage to his 
brother-in-law. According to Steve 
Parsons, Sven Tollifsen, with his wife 
and children, had been in Iowa before 
they moved to Puget Island. 

On the 1910 federal census, in 
the household of Sven and Bertha 
Svensen at Puget Island was listed 
Gulauv Tollefsen, mother, 73 years 
old, widowed. Her husband had died 
sometime between 1900 and 1910. Out 
of the nine children she had, only 
six were still alive. Sven and Bertha’s 
children were Sydney 20, Olga 18, 
Garda 9, and Selma 7. Out of Bertha’s 
seven children, three had died. 

Sven and Gullaug Tollifsen’s 
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daughter, Johanne Margarethe 
Svensen, married Gunder Gunderson, 
a Norwegian who was a salmon trap 
fisherman according to the 1910 fed- 
eral census for Puget Island. In 1920, 
he was a fish buyer for a cannery. They 
had daughters Gertrude and Selma. 
Information on Sumner M. Olsen, 
Selma’s son, is on-line at ancestry. 
com with the names of his children, 
grandchildren, great grandchildren 
(and cat). He was a colonel for the 
U.S. Air Force. 

Sven and Gullaug’s son, Helge, 
appears on the island on the 1900 
census with a wife, Partilda, also 
from Norway. They had been married 
in 1893. On the 1910 census he was 
listed as Henry and divorced. He 
was a gill net salmon fisherman. We 
weren't able to trace him or possible 
descendants. And so far, we have not 
learned what happened to his sister, 
Gurine Svensen. 

Garney Brecke, the son of Lars 
Olaf Brecke and Martha Svensen, 
was married to Vera Flann in 1922. 
She taught for many years in the 
Wauna and Westport (Oregon) school 
systems before retiring in 1966. The 
superintendent of schools records in 
the CCHS archives lists her teaching 
appointments and amount of her 
pay each year. Their son, Norman, 
who was born in 1927, enlisted in the 
U.S. Army in 1943, at the age of 15 
1/2. He was a paratrooper with the 
457"? field artillery parachute troops, 
only 17 years old when he was killed 
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in action on Leyte in the Pacific in 
1944. Norman had lived in Westport, 
attending school there, playing bas- 
ketball, football and baseball. His 
body was brought back to Westport 
for burial in 1950. 

Much of Puget Island belonged to 
the sons and sons-in-law of Sven and 
Gullaug Tollifsen who obtained it 
under the Homestead Act. Using the 
reverse index to homestead claims at 
the web site, glorecords.blm.gov, we 
found the names of those people who 
proved up on their claims on Puget 
Island. Among those names are: 
Helger and Sven Svensen with claims 
in Section 23 on the island; Gunder 
Gunderson (and possibly a brother) in 
Section 10; also, Lars Olsen in Section 
15. These are adjacent claims, lying on 
the southwest side of the island, facing 
the Oregon shore. Sven and Helge 
Svensen and Gunder Gunderson each 
had 160 acres; Lars Olsen had 121.33 
acres. Because these men proved up in 
the years from 1895 to 1897, they must 
have moved on to their claims at least 
five years earlier. Bertha Svensen’s 
obituary gives a date of 1888 for their 
move to Puget island. 

The information about the fam- 
ily, uncovered with much help from 
people in four counties, was sent to 
Ernst Berge Drange who wrote the 
story that was recently published in 
a book at Sand, Norway. A copy is 
available for viewing at the Heritage 
Museum.* 


Cratsop County Historica Society 


The 1965 Tsunami 





The Day Oregon Fell in the 


River 


by Elroy Svensen 
Puget Island Norwegian 


This story was written January 29, 
2000 and printed in the Fall 2001 
issue of the Columbia River Gillnetter. 
The story-teller was Elroy Svensen, 
the son of Sidney Svensen, grandson 
of Sven Svensen, and great grandson 
of Sven and Gullaug Tollifsen. We 
thank Carlton E. Appelo and Kayrene 
Gilbertsen for sending us copies and 
Jon Westerholm for allowing us to 
reprint it. 

Elroy was born October 8, 1916 
on Puget Island and died October 
17, 2004. 

January 29, 1965, 35 years ago, is 
a day Elroy Svensen of Puget Island 
will always remember. First, it was 
his wife’s birthday, but it was also 
the night that a huge chunk of an 
Oregon cliff fell into the Columbia 
River, claiming one life, destroying 
a house, pushing a two-story home 
from outside the dike road to the 
inside and strewing debris on a large 
section of the island. 


HERE IS HIS STORY: 
It starts like this. Fred Larsen, a 
friend of mine, lived in a foat house 
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about one mile east of Bugby Hole in 
Oregon. This is above the Bonneville 
Power Crossing on North Welcome 
Slough road. He told us that some 
day a large size catastrophe would hit 
the Island. He used to hunt in Oregon 
above the slide area and navigated the 
Columbia in his skiff. He used to row 
to the Stan Tholo farm for milk, to 
Cathlamet, Westport and to Wauna 
almost every day. About a mile from 
his place was the Bugby train stop 
where Islanders would get their mail. 
Later they had mailboxes on their 
floats. The first Island post office was 
in the North Welcome Slough home 
of Carrie Bjorge, which is now the Lee 
Tischer home. 

This bachelor friend of mine, a 
man of Norwegian descent, was nick- 
named Kangaroo Fred. He rowed his 
skiff wherever he wanted to go and as 
a result had arms as big as my legs. 

Every time something happened 
on the Island it seems like I was in 
the middle of it. I was in two different 
barns that blew down; both had cattle 
in them. I came down to help get the 
animals out; some walked out, some 
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were pinned in there, with broken 
necks and bones and had to be put 
out of their misery. I never heard 
anything like the sounds in my life, 
the mournful sounds they made when 
they were in trouble. 

On January 29, 1965, my wife’s 
birthday, Esther had been out to a 
women’s party, I had been listening 
to the dreadful sound of cattle as our 
kitchen window was open, and every 
once in a while I could hear a big 
chunk of the hill come down. 

My wife cooked coffee for me and 
when we finished drinking it, it was 
almost midnight. I said that I was 
going down there to get the widow 
Mrs. Bessie Olsen and the bachelor 
Haakon Gabrielsen out. She said 
she was going with me. I found out 
through life that you never argue 
with a woman, so we left just before 
midnight. We stopped at the power 
tower, everything was peaceful and 
I hated to wake anybody up in the 
middle of the night, so we drove on 
to where Ostervold, Crossdike and 
North Welcome Slough roads meet. 

On the way back we stopped 
at the tower to wake Haakon up. 
He lived about 100 feet from the 
tower. I paused with one foot on 
the road when all hell broke loose. 
The Bonneville high tension wires 
were making so much lightning that 
I got scared. I got into my car and 
put my foot to the gas pedal of my 
four-month old Chey Impala. When 


we went by the widow’s (Mrs. Bessie 


pes 


Olsen) house we were doing 70 or 80 
miles per hour. 

Telephone poles were out on the 
road ahead of us and as luck would 
have it they reached only to the 
middle of the road. 

When we went flying by Aegerters 
Dairy, they could see debris pil- 
ing across the road behind us. The 
widow’s house, I found out later came, 
across the road right behind us. 

When we came up where Halfdan 
Larsen lived, now owned by Reeses, 
two men were on the road, I stopped. 
They wondered what was going on. 
You can believe this or not, two 
women were standing on the porch 
and a wall of water came over the dry 
land and took their steps away. We 
went home to see the damage there. 
You wouldn't believe what was going 
on in Welcome Slough. My float 
ordinarily had two feet of freeboard. 
The water would go over the deck at 
one end and pretty quick it would 
come back the other way, unbeliev- 
able. Chains and cables were clanking 
and snapping, some broke loose. I got 
up on my picket fence to keep my feet 
dry as the water level was going up 
and down three to four feet. 

Marvel Blix and his wife and two 
children came by in their car, and 
while we were talking to them, Sheriff 
Hans Fluckiger drove up. I went with 
him to the Art Feiring home area 
where our progress was stopped by a 
life raft 10 by 20 and 4 feet high in the 
middle of the road. I told the sheriff to 
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Areas hit by the 1965 tsunami. 


get the Coast Guard to halt shipping 
until daylight. The lights went out at 
1:20 a.m. on that January 30. 

I told the sheriff to take me to the 
Welcome Slough Church where six to 
eight men had gathered. I asked who 
would volunteer to go and get the 
widow out, not knowing if she was 
alive. LeRoy Wika was the only one 
to volunteer. We picked up my boots 
and the sheriff took us down as far as 
we could go. At that time there was 
a 40-foot ditch all around the Island 
which was dug when they built the 
dikes. Everybody had a bridge to get 


to and from their houses. 
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The sheriff dumped us off where the 
raft blocked the road, and we crossed 
the bridge and started down the field 
with the water still up to our knees. 
We came to the Aegerter farm and 
when we were about to go over their 
fence, Freda Aegerter asked, “Who 
is in my barnyard?” We identified 
ourselves and she said come ahead. 
She had seen the wife and I flying 
by earlier. She said her husband and 
son John had gone down to get Mrs. 
Olsen out. We continued through 
the field. Talk about a mess, water up 
to our knees, telephone lines, trees, 
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...continued from page 23 
stumps, brush and almost everything 
you might think of in the way. 

When we were half way there, we 
passed Mr. Aegerter fighting his way 
through the debris. Son John had 
gone on to the Olsen house. We were 
approximately 300 feet from the house 
when he hollered at us. We asked if 
she was alive and he replied I’m talk- 
ing to her, but she is in shock. 

When we got there LeRoy and | 
knocked the upstairs window out to 
get her out. It was about six feet from 
the ground. We heard Mrs. Olsen 
say “You are wrecking my house!” 
The poor woman didn't know what 
she had gone through. It wasn’t very 
easy to get her out, she was a fair size 
woman and getting her down to the 
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Elroy Svensen, great grandson of Sven 


and Gullaug Tollifsen. 


ground level wasn’t easy. 

When we got her out of the house, 
the two of us clasped our hands 
together and carried her between us. 
We started through the debris; the old 
guy went ahead of us with a flashlight. 
When we got tired, we set her down 
on a log and the other guy would 
relieve one of us. We should have had 
another guy with us so we could have 
changed two and two. It took quite 
a while to get to Aegerter’s bridge. 
People had started to come and look 
over this mess. My sister Selma and 
her husband Harry Olsen were there 
to meet us. Harry was Bessie Olsen’s 
nephew and they took over her care. 
Fluckiger said to me, “Elroy, I am 
putting you on guard duty to prevent 
pilfering at the Olsen house.” I said, 
“Yes, I will do it.” 

It was starting to get daylight when 
I started down through the debris. 
With daylight came many onlookers 
on the road across from the Olsen 
house. About nine o'clock, two young 
guys came and said they were going to 
look into the house. I told them I was 
on guard duty and you are not going 
any farther. One said “You can’t stop 
us.” So my Norwegian blood started 
to boil and I grabbed him high on the 
arm and pinched pretty good. I spun 
him around a couple of times and said 
“Did you hear what I said? I mean 
it.” They called me a bunch of dirty 
names and took off back up through 
the debris. That is the thanks you get 
for being a good Samaritan. No more 
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trouble with them. They got me the 
wrong way; generally, I am peaceful 
and helpful. 

Around 10 o'clock, Howard Olsen, 
the widow’s son, came and went in to 
the house. That relieved me. He told 
me to come into the house. You could 
not believe what I saw there. This was 
a two story house with a nook in the 
kitchen and benches on each side of 
the table and a radio console toward 
the window. The console had turned 
somersault in mid-air and came 
down in the same place with the legs 
upwards, unbelievable. 

Howard grew up around the 
Island. He had a car then and we had 
many good times chasing around. 
He moved to Kelso and became 
involved in the Ocean Beach Stage 
Lines, hauling mail and passengers 
from Kelso to Long Beach. Back in 
the house I discovered we could have 
taken her down the stairs, but you 
don’t have time to investigate when 
it is an emergency. 

After going back to Aegerter’s 
bridge, I walked down the road 
to where the bachelor lived. You 
could not believe what I saw there, 
debris and pieces of wood scattered 
everywhere. I was told that my son 
Tom, in company with Johnny Blix 
and Freddy Aegerter, were walking in 
the field when they found the body 
of Gabrielsen. He never knew what 
hit him. 

Another unbelievable thing that 
demonstrated the power of the wave 
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was his cast iron bath tub in pieces, 
the biggest was no more than three 
foot square. 

A drag line had been parked with 
the boom pointing toward the river. 
The wall of water hit the crane and 
pushed it across the road and left it 
upside down in the ditch on the inside 
of the dike. The crane owner told me 
it weighed 65 tons. I take my cap off 
to the construction outfit who put up 
the tower as it withstood the force of 
the wall of water. 

I will also say the owners of the 
crane who had just finished riprap- 
ping the river bank to protect the light 
tower holding the high tension wires 
across the river did a good job as not 
one boulder was moved out of place 
by the wave. 

The Charles Ostervold farm, ap- 
proximately a mile down the river as 
a crow flies, had boulders in their yard 
as a result of the wave. It was owned 
by Tom and Cora Irving. 

Another wave incident involved an 
ocean-going tug and barge chugging 
up the river approximately a half mile 
west of the slide. They hit this wave 
or water wall which was about 50 
feet high. The bow of the tug went 
skyward and the skipper thought the 
bow would go over the stern of the 
tug. It scared him so bad he tied up 
at the Bradwood timber dock. 

After all these happenings, I 
mellowed. 

Today (January 29, 2000) it is 35 
years since the slide. I am kind of 
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down in the dumps, but things will 
work out. Sitting in my home alone, 
I catch myself talking to myself. I 
haven’t started answering myself, so 
I guess I’m still okay. 

Now for a few things about my- 
self, what’s happening now. Every 
establishment I go into in Cathlamet 
there is someone to call me “ornery,” 
“trouble,” or “mischief,” which is 
better than some names I have been 
called. The sheriff calls me “triple 
trouble” and I tell him, “You couldn't 
catch me anyhow.” He stomps his foot 
and takes off. All in all, you don’t see 
my name in the police bulletin. 

I go to Astoria once a month for my 
flat top hair cut and to buy dog food. 
I keep my two sets of hearing aids in 
a drawer. This way I hear what I want 
to hear. I go down to a restaurant for 
lunch and some friends are playing 
crib in a dining room behind Andrew 
and Steve’s Restaurant. They must 
have heard word from Cathlamet 
as they say here comes “trouble,” 
“mischief,” or “ornery.” 

It’s sad to think of the many coffee 
drinking partners I have lost in the 
last five years. They have said they 
retired. I'll never say I retired, just 
semi-retired. 

It is said a cat has nine lives. I’ve 
used five of mine. In my 83 years I 
fished commercially on the Columbia 
for 67 years and 45 years in Alaska, but 
don’t add them together as I am not 
quite that old. 

I have saved six people from drown- 
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ing; the first was a neighbor youngster 
who came to play with my younger 
brother. At 13 years, I was painting 
my skiff that Kenny Prestegard and I 
had built. The lad fell overboard out 
of the warehouse I was working in. I 
could see him in the water and I dove 
in and got him on the way down. I 
took him under my arm and he fought 
the 50-60 feet to the float. He is the 
only one I had to go overboard for. 
Two are still alive. 

The Almighty has been looking out 
for me; he doesn’t want me yet. I have 
a place up at the mausoleum, next to 
my wife. I had someone put wall-to- 
wall rugs in mine and a stereo. I will 
go there unless I am lost at sea, but I 
think my seafaring days are over. 

People ask me, “Why don’t you 
take a trip?” The wife and I were 
married 58.5 years. She told me if 
something happens to her take care 
of the dog she got from the grandsons 
in 1986. So lam dog sitting. She died 
in 1997. 

I found out since her death I have 
lots of work to do, washing dishes, 
washing clothes, dusting, vacuuming, 
scrubbing floors, etc. I have found out 
a woman’s work is never done. * 


Zhe Columbia River Gillnetter Aas 
another story by Elroy Svensen, “Mutiny 
Aboard the Tender,” in the Spring 2001 
issue, page 23. 
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Part IT 





ASTORIA Krwanis CLuBs — 
THE NorsBLaD YEARS: 


1936 - 


1960 


by Bruce Berney 


EROES. Cumtux abounds with 

heroes. Look at some of the 
covers: Frank Woodfield, Spring 1981; 
John Buchanan, Summer 1983; Al 
Norblad, Fall 1983; Grover Utzinger, 
Fall 2000; Art Chan, Fall 2005; and 
Emil Nyman, Fall 2006. What isn’t 
well-known is that all these men were 
active members of Astoria Kiwanis 
Club. 

That Astorian Albin Walter 
Norblad, President of the Oregon 
Senate, became Governor of Oregon 
in December 1929, succeeding Gov. 
I. L. Patterson who died in office, is 
well documented by Evelyn Leahy 
Hankel in her biography of Norblad, 
“A Man of Many Faces,” in the 
Fall 1983 issue of Cumtux. There we 
learn that Clatsop County has given 
Oregon four governors. They include 
John P. Gaines of Clatsop Plains, 
appointed Territorial Governor in 
1850; Oswald West, who in 1902 
rented a room at 1410 Franklin in 
Astoria and was elected Governor in 
1910; Al Norblad, whose home was at 
1625 Grand Avenue; and Robert D. 
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Holmes, an Astoria Kiwanian from 
1941 to 1943 who lived in Gearhart 
when elected in 1956. 

Judge John Andrew “Buck” 
Buchanan was highlighted in Part 1 
of the Kiwanis Club history (Cumtux, 
Summer 2007), from the charter 
banquet of August 2, 1919, to his death 
in December 1935. This episode con- 
tinues the club’s history through 1960, 
the year former Oregon Governor 
Albin W. Norblad died. Although 
Norblad is listed as a charter member 
of the club, his local law practice 
(Union Fishermen’s Co-op Packing 
Co. was his major client from 1919 
- 1960) must have consumed his 
energy, for he doesn’t appear on the 
roster of December 1, 1920. Keystone 
doesn’t mention him again until 
December 31, 1929, when it reported 
the Governor spoke briefly to the 
club and was elected an honorary 
member. 

February 17, 1930: “Astoria has 
organized a ‘Governor Norblad’ 
Club, with Kiwanian C. W. Laughlin 
as President. Of course the Kiwanis 
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Club is not in politics in any way, but 
Kiwanians may well take an interest 
in this organization, seeing that 
Governor Norblad is an honorary 
member of the Astoria Kiwanis Club. 
And we wish him success.” 

Norblad began to be active in the 
club from September 7, 1931, when 
his Salem duties ended: “Al Norblad 
and Leonard Ryan were introduced as 
new members of the club.” November 
9, 1931, states he attended 100% of 
October meetings, and January 23, 
1933, shows that in all of 1932 his 
attendance attained 90.38%. 

Buck’s death was a heavy blow to 
the club. Letters of tribute poured in 
from many places. From Clatskanie, 
probably written by Art Steele: “All 
Northwest Kiwanis was saddened 
to learn of the death of Judge J. A. 
Buchanan. “Buck, as he was known to 
all his friends, was the first president 
of the Astoria club. He was past 
lieutenant-governor of the district 
and for years had been the outstand- 
ing secretary of all Northwest clubs. 
Buck’s name will live as author of 
the Oregon state song, ‘My Oregon.’ 
To Mrs. Buchanan and the family 
the sympathy of all Kiwanians is ex- 
tended.” From Bend: “... His weekly 
bulletins were among the best in the 
Pacific Northwest district.” 

In fact, Buck’s Keystone was so 
well loved, the format (and many of 
the jokes) lasted well into the 1960s. 
Harold Haynes, an Astorian-Budget 


job printer who had been a Kiwanian 
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since 1929, volunteered to be the 
second Keystone editor. He served in 
that capacity until the end of 1948 
when he was succeeded by Emmett 
Towler. Some of the poems Buck 
wrote appear in various issues of 
Keystone. Harry Cherry was selected 
as the new secretary, serving as such 
until his death in 1947. His successor 
was Richard Hall until Emmett 
Towler replaced him in 1962. 

Another way the club honored 
Buck was that it sponsored the 
publication of a memorial edition of 
fifty of Buck’s poems. May 4, 1936: 
“Plans for producing the late John A. 
Buchanan’s poems in book form have 
passed the formulative [sic] point and 
the copy for the book has been placed 
in the hands of the printer by the Rev. 
David J. Ferguson, who has been ar- 
ranging and selecting the poems for 
the volume. The project is a Kiwanis 
Club one and calls for initial edition 
of 250 copies. The work is being 
done in Astorian-Budget commercial 
printing department.” Titled Sunset 
at the Bar, a copy is shelved in the 
Astoriana Collection at the Astoria 
Public Library. 

Kiwanis luncheon meetings were 
held in the basement of Trinity 
Lutheran Church from 1936 to 1941, 
the meals served by the church ladies. 
Weekly board meetings were held at 
the Beaver Boardinghouse for sixteen 
years until 1939 when its owner Mrs. 
Irene Gamble retired. 

Although Kiwanis is devoted to 
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community service, Pete Cosovich’s 
Sports committee organized some 
fun for members. January 6, 1936: 
“Taking three straight games from the 
Gyros Thursday evening, the Kiwanis 
bowlers advanced to fourth place in 
the civic league with a percentage 
mark of an even 500, 21 games won 
and 21 games lost. The Kiwanis 
team included Mike Jenkins, Russell 
Dalgleish, Wesley Shaner Sr., Frank 
Porter, and Guy Spicer. The boys 
deserve the active support of the club.” 
Volleyball and golf were also popular 
with some members. 

Sometimes luncheon programs 
are so good, they must be shared. 
January 27, 1936: “The program for 
next Thursday will be presented 
by the Public Affairs Committee, 
Dr. L. W. Hyde, chairman. The 
meeting will be held in the Hotel 
Astoria and invitations have been 
tendered to the members of the 
Astoria Chamber of Commerce, 
Rotary Club, Gyro Club and Junior 
Service Club. Entertainment for the 
meeting has been obtained by Floyd 
Foster and will consist of a moving 
picture lecture entitled ‘Flying Across 
America in 16 Hours ..., courtesy of 
United Air Lines.” 

January 27, 1936: “The Kiwanis 
sponsored [school] library at Jewell 
is now a going affair. The books were 
delivered through the courtesy of the 
Jim Elliott transfer company.” A thank 
you letter from Miss Anna Marie 
Friedrich was noted in the March 


Cumtux — Vol. 28, No.1 — Winter 2008 


23" issue, adding that Kiwanian Emil 
Schwab was responsible for collecting 
the books. 

Public safety has always con- 
cerned the club. February 17, 1936: 
“Endorsement of the proposed “Y’ ap- 
proach at the north end of the Youngs 
Bay bridge and the placing of warning 
signs at the dangerous highway corner 
at the Hobson store came up for final 
action at last Wednesday’s board ses- 
sion. A letter setting forth the views 
of the club has been sent to the State 
highway commission.” 

National safety was also addressed. 
The program for February 14, 1936, 
featured Major Robert Murphy of 
Fort Stevens speaking on military pre- 
paredness. “... Some of his statements 
regarding what might be expected in 
civilian circles in the event of another 
war gave the club men something to 
think about.” 

John W. Reith was the speaker on 
March 5, 1936. He reported on his re- 
cent trip to Matanuska, Alaska, where 
he delivered a considerable number of 
lower Columbia dairy cattle as part 
of the government's big colonization 
project, and how it was tied into the 
military buildup there. 

Another joint service club din- 
ner was held on March 18 and was 
attended by over 200 men and their 
wives. Merle R. Chessman, publisher 
of the Astorian-Budget, had just re- 
turned from Washington, D.C. “He 
told entertainingly of his trip that 
has resulted in definite progress in 
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the campaign for the development of 
Tongue Point and the rehabilitation 
of Fort Stevens as an active army 
post. Latest type railway guns, both 
mortars and rifles are on the way to 
the fort ..., and more men will soon 
be arriving at Fort Stevens.” 
Perhaps because county agri- 
cultural agents usually selected the 
Kiwanis Club for their professional 
membership, the club promoted 4-H 
club activities. March 23, 1936: “... a 
new 4-H [gardening] club has been 
organized at the Captain Robert Gray 
school. The organization work was 
done by Kiwanians Charles Erickson 
and Afton Zundel assisted by Miss 
Cecilia Beyler, principal of the school. 
The club has a membership of 40. 
Eloise Blue was elected president; 
[Robert] Tetlow, vice-president, and 
[Vivian] Seaborg, secretary ....” Roger 
Tetlow, first editor of Cumtux, was 
also a 4-H award winner, as well as 
Wauna students Buddy Niemi and 
Carol Emberg (March 1, 1937). 
Other members, listed in the April 
13 issue include: Charles Anderson, 
Virginia Anet, Kenneth Applegate, 
Ruth Austin, Clyde Bagby, Annabelle 
Bay, Ethlyn Bay, Jean Bay, Vera 
Broman, Albert Brown, John Eckhart, 
Bruce Endicott, Walter Fransen, 
Gerald Gerritz, Harriet Gustafson, 
Donna Hauser, Harold Heikkila, 
Irene Hermanson, Max Hillsberry, 
Mabel Hilton, Helen Huru, Carole 
Ihander, Billy Jasper, Edward Jasper, 


June Johansen, Jacqueline Kussman, 
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Robert Joki, Harry Lofgren, Barbara 
Luoma, Shirley Luoma, Allan Maki, 
Corrine Malen, Victor Malen, Doris 
Martino, Glen Mattson, Billy Meyers, 
Richard Niemi, Kaalo Oranki, 
Richard Palo, Dellora Pasonen, 
Ellen Severson, George Strom, 
Reino Takkala, Richard Thompson, 
Allan Tiro, Jeanette Urell, Maryann 
Wirttliff, Clarke Young, and Robert 
Young. 

Dan Hall served as club song leader 
through most of the 1930s and later. 
Dan also organized a Kiwanis quartet 
consisting of himself, Tom Badley, 
Louie Kildall, and Rev. Percival 
Blenkinsop. April 13, 1936: “The new 
Kiwanis quartet [which entertained 
at several club meetings]... has been 
challenged to a songfest with the 
Rotarian quartet singers. Needless to 
say, the challenge has been accepted 
and those Rotary singers will shortly 
be shown what real singing is.” The 
editor dropped the subject there, 
so we'll never know “the rest of the 
story.” 

June 22, 1936: “Donkey base ball 
came back to Astoria Friday night 
with the Rotarians and Kiwanians 
mixing things up at Gyro field. The 
club men wore caps and for that 
reason were readily recognized on the 
turf, you know. The score was 5 to 2, 
the Kiwanians emerging on the long 
end of the count.” 

Nearly 90,000 Kiwanians all over 
North America met on June 22, 1936, 
at the same time for food and fellow- 
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Clarence Short presenting the charter for the Circle K Club of Clatsop College to 


their club President, Lee Fisher in 1961. Seated in lower right is Curt Hoare. 


ship. Astoria and Seaside clubs joined 
at the country home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Cherry on West Lake, with 
facilities provided for 200 picnickers. 
President Clarence Short led the club 
men in a brief ceremony, promising 
to rededicate oneself to form endur- 
ing friendships and render altruistic 
service to better our community. 
The evening highlight was a concert 
by the Astoria Elks band, directed by 
James Lovett. 

July 27, 1936: “For the present at 
least the Kiwanis Club will officially 
take no hand in the proposed remod- 
eling of the old Flavel home project. 
Considerations that appear sufficient 
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to the board members and influenced 
their decision were introduced at the 
regular session of the board of direc- 
tors last week.” 

Instead, the club took a hand at 
developing picnic grounds at the 
Klaskanine fish hatchery. April 11, 
1938: “Hard working committeeman 
Dr. Hyde last week saw the blue 
prints for the improvement of the 
Klaskanine hatchery grounds and 
what the [CCC] authorities propose 
to do there. This is a project that Dr. 
Hyde has been working on for more 
than a year... State fish commissioner 
Merle Chessman has played a large 
part in bringing this improvement 


about as all Kiwanians know.” The 
picnic grounds were dedicated in 
June, 1939. 

Financial statements generally 
don’t make it into club histories, 
but an item in the 1938 report has 
one head-turner. Buried among the 
usual disbursements like Kiwanis 
International and District dues, 
$345.50; Keystone printing and postage, 
$255; Guest meals, $113.40; etc., was 
the amount for “Service Charge at 
Batik. se OF 

Astoria Kiwanians had always 
maintained close relationships with 
granges, as shown in May 23, 1938: 
“Sunday proved a big day out at Netel 
grange with Kiwanians very much in 
the forefront of the festivities incident 
to the dedication of the new Netel 
Grange field. Ben Burns was general 
chairman of the affair attended by 
several hundred grangers and friends. 
Senator F, Franciscovich made the 
dedication speech. The Kiwanis 
grange sign was presented during the 
ceremonies by Guy Spicer, Kiwanian 
and grange member ... The 3 acre 
field was presented to the grange 
by Commissioner Billy Larson, and 
during the ceremony Billy occupied 
a place of honor on the platform. 
Kiwanian Frank Woodfield was the 
official photographer, and Kiwanian 
Forrest Ginn sang ... and later led the 
group singing ....” 

Enjoyment of music at Kiwanis 
meetings is evidenced not only by 
weekly group singing, but also by the 
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fact that from time to time the entire 
program was musical. March 29, 1937: 
“One of the finest meetings of the 
year from the program standpoint 
was the appearance of the Astoria 
high school Tri-Y girls chorus under 
the direction of Elizabeth Ogden .... 
The personnel of the chorus was as 
follows: Jean Jackson, Jean Sanborn, 
Doris Schmidt, Esther Samuelson, 
Frances Potter, Anne Halderman, 
Clara Elliott, Barbara Beard, Margie 
Waisanen, Ivern Gutzeit, Sylvia 
Niemila, Bernice Osterby, Violet 
Bakkensen and Alice Trullinger.” 
One of the numbers they sang was 
“Finlandia” by Sibelius. 

Other programs of note through 
1939 include: Astoria Regatta courts, 
Dust Bowl report by Rev. Blenkinsop, 
Boy Scout conclave in Europe by 
young Bob Lovell, Netel Grange 
“Gay '90s” Quartet (Mrs. Arvo Seppa, 
Mrs. Loyal Alderman, Tim D’Jong, 
and Clarence Merydith, with Mrs. 
H. E. Larson, director), State Supt. 
of Schools Rex Putnam, and visits to 
the Saddle Mountain and Warrenton 
Civilian Conservation Corps camps. 

The idea to develop a youth camp 
was first described in the September 
14, 1936, Keystone. “The Astoria 
Kiwanis Club’s Girl Scout camp 
project has been given the endorse- 
ment of Clatsop county court, and 
an application for WPA labor to 
be used in its construction is being 
forwarded to Washington. The camp 


is located due west of Warrenton near 
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Long Lake. Total cost of the project 
is estimated at $9520 of which the 
WPA is being requested to furnish 
$7324. The county and the Kiwanis 
Club will cooperate in taking care of 
the balance. Kiwanian Guy Spicer is 
in charge of the financial end of the 
proposal so far as it affects the club. 
The Kiwanis committee which has 
been working out the building plan 
includes Howard Reed, Emil Nyman, 
John Mogenson, Chris Gingrich, Jens 
Hansen, George Garrett and Herb 
Howell. The actual building plans 
call for erection of a large community 
hall and several smaller structures, all 
to be built of logs which the county 
already has on hand.” 

March 8, 1937: “For three years 
and more the Girl Scout camp has 
been before the club ... Kiwanian Al 
Norblad first addressed the club in a 
seconding speech upon the impor- 
tance of the camp project, and it was 
then voted unanimously to proceed 
with the final plan endorsed by the 
board of directors. This is not only 
one of the largest building projects 
in the history of the Astoria club but 
the first major one since depression 
days.” In a naming contest a year later, 
March 7, 1938, one of the Girl Scouts 
won a new uniform for suggesting 
“Camp Kiwanilong,” for the Kiwanis 
sponsored camp on Long Lake. The 
men taxed themselves ten cents per 
week for at least two years to continue 
the development of the camp. 

As if for gender equality, the same 
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issue reported: “The newest activity of 
the club is the sponsoring of the Sea 
Scouts .... Official action was taken 
on this matter at last week’s board 
meeting and Kiwanians Forrest Ginn 
and Ben Burns named to look after 
things.” Flying Cloud was their ship, 
and in June the boys in their smart 
uniforms visited the club for their 
inauguration. Skipper Bryson Lausch 
introduced the lads: Bob Utzinger, 
Merrill Gibson, Wesley Shaner Jr., 
Jimmy Morrison, Bryson Lausch Jr., 
Kenneth Murdock, and Norman 
Riswick. The club built a cabin for 
them at the Yacht Club where their 
ship was moored. 

June 27, 1938: “Before a throng of 
several hundred last night County 
Commissioner William Larson for- 
mally presented the lease for the Girl 
Scout camp at Long Lake to Mrs. Arle 
C. Hampton, acting for the Girl Scout 
Council in this district.” Among the 
distinguished visitors introduced were 
Mayor Francis of Warrenton, County 
Engineer Arthur Danielson, WPA 
Executive Burt Thorsell, representa- 
tives of the Warrenton CCC camp, 
and the queen and princesses of the 
recent Warrenton American Legion 
jamboree. The girls were Mary Anna 
Willis, Dorothy Berdleman, Ferne 
Hensley, and Shirley Matteson.” 
Special mention was made that 
William Larson had donated the flag 
pole, wharf, floats and spring board; 
Katherine Booth, the fag; and Harry 
Cherry, lights for the lodge. In 1939, 
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the club board authorized $250 to 
provide bunks. The camp capacity 
then was 64 girls. 

Other service rendered by the club 
in the 1930s included: voice lessons 
for a talented Seaside girl, Adele 
Anderson; contribution towards 
restoration of Astoria Column mural; 
sponsor a student at Beaver Boys State, 
then held at Hill Military Academy 
on Rocky Butte; organize bicycle 
safety club; sponsor dinner which 
raised $300 for Chinese relief; sup- 
ply Salvation Army with Christmas 
baskets and toys; hold Farmers Day 
luncheon each year; sponsor the 
painting of lines in streets to show 
boundaries of Fort Astoria; donate 
$100 for lights at Gyro Field; help 
with the 1938 national convention of 
Knights of Kaleva; put on a Minstrel 
Show to raise service funds; provide 
salmon oil for underprivileged kids; 
provide ladders for swim safety at 
Tongue Point; sponsor youth dances; 
and donate books to the Warrenton 
High School library. 

Al Norblad was an exemplary club 
member. Here are a few examples 
from the 1930s: September 7, 1936: 
“And it was ‘Knock! Knock!’ last 
week and who should be there at the 
luncheon session door but former 
Governor Norblad with Secretary of 
State Earl Snell and Rufus Holman, 
state treasurer, and Dan Fry, state 
purchasing agent, and Aaron Frank, 
the 1936 Astoria Regatta Admiral.” 
They each had a turn to speak; 
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Admiral Frank urged the club men 
to be “doers” and not sit back and let 
others carry the load of civic duty. 

Two weeks later, Norblad was 
speaker of the day. He recount- 
ed the history of the Louisiana 
Purchase, Lewis and Clark and Astor 
expeditions. 

In the first six months of 1937, Al 
missed only one Kiwanis meeting. 
The proud father saw his son Walter 
off to Salem to serve a second term as 
Representative from Clatsop County. 
In January 1938, as a member of the 
Astoria public library board, he urged 
club members to support improve- 
ment of the library. In the spring, 
he and Mrs. Norblad spent a month 
traveling in Europe. 

Four of the five Astoria school 
board members were Kiwanians in 
1939: Norblad, Clarence Short, Gus 
Hellberg, and Frank Woodfield. Al 
sent post cards to the club during a 
summer visit to Michigan and South 
Dakota. 

October 9, 1939: “The story of the 
little country of Finland came in 
for the telling last week with young 
Bobby Anderson, attorney, and well 
known champion caliber golfer, 
doing his stuff before the Kiwanis 
Club. It was a fine talk, instructive 
and entertaining. Pete Cosovich, past 
Kiwanis president, did the honors in 
introducing Bobby, and Kiwanian 
Al Norblad took the ‘razz’ as Bobby 
compared the Swedes and Finns dur- 
ing the course of his talk.” 
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January 2, 1940: “Kiwanian Gus 
Hellberg has been the man of the hour 
the last week or so as he headed the 
campaign committee raising funds 
for the relief of Finland. Astoria, 
as usual and Astoria Kiwanians as 
always, did their full share and more 
in this humanitarian work.” Emil 
Nyman was the speaker for an April 
1940 meeting. He told the story of 
Finland, how after World War I, she 
was the only country to pay loans in 
full to the United States. 

Police Chief John Acton was a 
Kiwanian. Sometime back he made 
a strong request for the club to buy 
the first radio system for the Astoria 
police department. By 1940 the club 
had raised $2,000 for the equipment, 
and signed a contract with Oregon 
Electronics Company to provide 
a system which could cope with 
broadcasting difficulties peculiar to 
Astoria. 

January 20, 1941: “Last week was 
a big week in Astoria Kiwanis circles. 
With it came the formal presentation 
of the three way police radio system 
... Accepting for the city was Mayor 
William Logan with Louie Kildall, 
1940 club president, doing the honors 
for the club. John [Acton] told how 
the radio system is already in opera- 
tion with 55 calls being made on it 
in a single day.... Jimmy Dimick and 
Ed Parsons [local technical advisors] 
both were introduced and spoke 
during the presentation ceremony 
... The club’s official photographer, 
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Frank Woodfield, took pictures of 
the presentation ceremony, which will 
appear in the press soon.” 

Each Keystone reported the names 
of guests at the previous club meeting, 
sometimes interesting, like January 
9, 1940: “Welcome visitors last week 
were Kiwanian Clyde Mason of 
Seaside, ... and Arch Saunders, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Oregon 
coast highway association, here from 
Marshfield. By a coincidence [they] 
sat at the table alongside the father 
of the Oregon coast highway, Al 
Norblad. It was during Kiwanian 
Norblad’s term as Oregon governor 
that the coast highway came into be- 
ing and few in the state labored harder 
or more efficiently to make the dream 
of transportation come true.” In fact, 
the visitors came with the purpose of 
having Merle Chessman present Al 
with an engraved plaque to recognize 
his work as the first president of coast 
highway association, 1931 to 1933. 

March 12, 1940: “The Kiwanis 
proposal of a public park...upon 
the site where old Fort George once 
stood ... is being considered by both 
county and city officials. The county 
court has given its approval to the 
plan and a committee of the club, 
including George Hauer and Curt 
Hoare, met with the city fathers ... 
and were given a fine reception .... 
Old Fort George is one of the most 
historic spots in America and the 
spot should be suitably maintained 


as a park. The Astoria Kiwanis Club 


37 


in other days has taken the lead in 
providing proper markers for the old 
fort and the campaign now proposed 
is more or less a continuation of 
former Kiwanis activity.” In August, 
Kiwanians repainted the sign. 

A more immediate activity was 
the Chamber of Commerce Pet 
Parade. Kiwanian Cecil Penney, PP 
& L manager, assisted by a number 
of other Kiwanians, put on the show. 
It subsequently became a Kiwanis 
project and a major component of the 
4-H fair for about thirty years. 

Quite frequently, Al was the main 
speaker for a club meeting, with 
subjects such as Wills and Testaments, 
Flag Day, Northwest history, and 
places he and Edna had visited. He 
also introduced speakers at club meet- 
ings. The most famous, in October 
1940, was the Hon. Carl J. Hambro, 
president of the League of Nations, 
formerly head man of the Norwegian 
government. The club paid for his 
room at the Elliott Hotel. 

War years were coming, and things 
began to heat up in 1940. In August 
Astoria’s newest organization was the 
Defense Club of Clatsop County. 
“Its objectives include support of all 
governmental agencies in checking 
subversive elements ... anda program 
devised to awaken the citizens of the 
Lower Columbia to this country’s 
peril from the Fascist states of the 
world ... Kiwanians, of course, are 
active in the new Defense club which 
will serve as a sort of clearing house 
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... with similar patriotic bodies at this 
time of national and international 
crisis.” The same newsletter reported 
that thirty Astoria Kiwanians were 
members of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

September 30, 1940: “Two of 
the special foot lockers for the men 
of Co. L Oregon National Guard 
now at Camp Murray were ordered 
purchased by the club at last week’s 
board session. Individuals and other 
service clubs ... are cooperating in 
providing 114 of these lockers for the 
boys who left here last week for their 
year of training in Uncle Sam’s armed 
forces.” 

President Don Mitchell had Dr. 
Hyde lead the Flag Salute at the 
January 16, 1941, club meeting for the 
first time. It has been repeated every 
week since. The Keystone editor began 
using decorative cuts of patriotic 
subjects, especially the waving flag, 
an eagle, and the Capitol dome. 

February 3, 1941: “Kiwanians were 
well represented at the festivities in 
Clatsop county last week incident to 
the observance of President Roosevelt’s 
birthday. Kiwanian Mayor Logan is 
a member of the permanent Clatsop 
county chapter of the national in- 
fantile paralysis [polio] foundation. 
Several hundred dollars were taken 
in at the three dances ...” Kiwanian 
August Hildebrand mused that “All 
must be well with democracy in 
Astoria when ... all Republican office 
holders are buying tickets for the 
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Roosevelt Ball.” 

“THEY RE CoMING” was the head- 
line on March 10", “As they did 20 
years ago and more, the troop trains 
are again rumbling through Astoria 
on the way to the forts at the mouth 
of the river and new Camp Clatsop. 
Hundreds and thousands of Uncle 
Sam’s nephews are either here or on 
their way for training. The presence of 
these young men here, far from home, 
brings an opportunity to Kiwanians 
to extend a welcome at least and 
possibly more. What these boys 
represent is what Kiwanis stands for 
--- Americanism and the American 
way of life.” 

About the same time, the club 
began saying goodbye to members 
leaving for the war. Kiwanian David 
Ferguson, minister of the Presbyterian 
church, reported for duty as chaplain 
at Camp Murray. Dr. Frank Rafferty 
went to Camp Lewis as a medical 
officer. In 1942 Carl Nyquist, Jess 
Wright, Dr. E. E. Berg, Clayton 
Morse, Claude Asquith and Ralph 
Peters entered the service. On the 
other hand, warriors were added to 
the club, such as Dave Lewis, head 
of Civil Defense, and Glen Williams, 
USO director. 

August Hildebrand submitted the 
first war joke to be printed in Keystone: 
The two girls were talking in an 
English bomb shelter. Said the first: 
“Those horrid bombs, they’re liable to 
blast you into maternity.” Second girl: 
“Yes, and during these blackouts you 
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don’t even know who did it.” 

July 7, 1941: “The Astoria Kiwanis 
Club will sponsor the rather large 
undertaking of transforming the old 
city hall into a recreational center for 
the hundreds of soldiers stationed 
near here.” Al Norblad was the first 
president of the local USO commit- 
tee, and Kiwanian Dick Hall, YMCA 
executive secretary, worked with them 
through his agency. At the peak of the 
war 90,000 men passed through the 
local USO each month. 

On March 2, 1942, Keystone men- 
tioned that the Astoria Lions Club had 
just been organized. Its first president, 
Walter Christensen, attended the 
previous Kiwanis meeting as honored 
guest. “ [hat the Lions have the best 
wishes of the Astoria Kiwanis Club 
goes without saying but we'll say it 
anyway, the editor wrote. 

Ever since the club formed in 1919, 
two men were assigned in alpha- 
betical order to bring door prizes. The 
Keystone editor was faithful to report 
the donors and recipients but, except 
when Charlie Erickson brought flow- 
ers, we are never told what the prizes 
were --- until April 20, 1942. “By an 
unwritten law now, attendance prizes 
are war stamps always. Last week John 
Tiensen and John Todd brought the 
stamps that first went to Clarence 
Short and George Garrett and then 
by vote of the order, Clarence turned 
his over to the new war stamp fund of 
the club and George passed his stamps 


on to [charter member] Walter Eakin. 
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The war stamp book got off to a flying 
start last week under the direction of 
Past Prexy Howard Reed, who lined 
up all the past presidents of the club 
and took a dollar from them. The book 
when filled will become the property 
of the service fund committee. Dr. 
Paul Walker will make the war bond 
and stamp talk this week.” 

In fact, during the war, each week 
included a pep talk for buying bonds 
to finance the war. Al Norblad took 
his turn on occasion. A book with 
$18.75 worth of stamps would buy 
a bond worth $25.00 on maturity. 
Sometimes the pitch would be made 
by a celebrity, like Johnny Sheffield, 
Hollywood’s Young Tarzan who came 
on June 11, 1942. Other times, some 
silly item might be auctioned, like in 
April 1943, Dick Aho’s old hat was 
on the block. “Up to the $300 mark, 
a score of Kiwanians were ready and 
anxious to buy the hat. From there 
on up Dick Hall and Dr. Kullberg 
battled each other every step of the 
way until they both reached the 
deadline of a $1000 war bond. The 
contest was declared a tie.” Thus the 
effort was good for $2000 in the cause 
of victory. 

The same issue reported that 
the new Sea Scout cabin built by 
Kiwanians at the Yacht Club and 
dedicated a month earlier was needed 
by the Coast Guard. Space was found 
for the scouts in the USO building for 
the duration of the war. 

Mention was made above that 
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the school board was packed with 
Kiwanians. Similarly, all ftve members 
of the County Health Association in 
1942 wore the “K.” Two months later, 
editor Haynes wrote: “A political idea 
Kiwanians can take a look at without 
prejudice is coming up at the city elec- 
tion in November .... Two Kiwanians, 
Dr. Logan and Dr. Eaton, are the 
unopposed candidates for nomina- 
tion for the mayorality [sic] job at 
the primaries. Presumably these two 
good men will meet in November for 
the contest to see which will serve his 
home town as head man. Dr. Logan 
is an old Democratic campaigner, 
the present mayor of Astoria and 
as we said before a good man. Dr. 
Eaton is of the younger generation 
of Republicans. This is his first sally 
into politics and like Dr. Logan, he is 
also a good man. All Kiwanians are 
good men. Otherwise they wouldn’t 
be Kiwanians.” 

But Harold Haynes presumed too 
much, for on a day in the middle of 
July, Dr. Logan passed away while 
reading a newspaper in the Elks club, 
age 79. 

Some other highlights of the 
summer of 1942 included 3,000 
people attending the dedication of 
the armory, also known as the Civic 
Center. The June 22 Keystone reported 
on the Japanese submarine attack near 
Fort Stevens. A Boy Scout camp at 
Cullaby Lake sponsored by the club 
was dedicated. The club’s first bond 
book was filled. Two Hi-Y boys, 
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Jon Straumfjord and Bob Kussman 
reported on their trip to the east 
where with others they visited in 
New York with Gov. Wendell Willkie 
and Mayor LaGuardia, had tea with 
Mrs. Roosevelt at the White House, 
and met with Senator McNary of 
Oregon. 

Grief came to charter member Jens 
Hansen in November when he learned 
his son Jens Jr., a second lieutenant in 
the air corps, had been killed. In 
December, Astoria High School au- 
ditorium burned; Principal Emmett 
Towler had to arrange temporary use 
of Central School auditorium and 
the Presbyterian church annex for 
displaced classes. 

March 15, 1943: “Last week 
Kiwanians paid their respects to Prexy 
Dr. Walker, now Lt. Paul Walker of 
the army dental corps .... Sunday Lt. 
Walker left for Fort Douglas, Utah 
.... In behalf of the club, Kiwanian 
A. W. Norblad, former governor of 
Oregon, presented Paul with a leather 
brief case, and voiced the esteem in 
which the club members hold their 
president.” 

Earl Ebersole stepped in as presi- 
dent to finish the busy year. The club 
sponsored the Hollywood Midget 
show which performed at the armory. 
Nearly 1,000 youngsters and a few 
adults attended, and the affair net- 
ted more than $300 to be used for 
purchasing athletic goods for service 
men in Clatsop County. 

April 5, 1943: “An appropriation 
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of $25 was voted at last week’s board 
meeting to help finance the new 
children’s play ground at the corner 
of Sixth and Commercial streets. The 
money now being solicited from vari- 
ous civic organizations will be used in 
providing play equipment --- swings 
and the like .... The ground is county 
owned and the city is preparing the 
land ....” 

In June, the Astoria Girl Scout 
council, Astoria Kiwanis Club, and 
the Clatsop County court made a 
joint offer to the navy to use Camp 
Kiwanilong as a rest and recreation re- 
treat for navy personnel, particularly 
those from the Tongue Point air sta- 
tion. The navy showed its appreciation 
by laying a water main to the camp. 
In 1944, the army took its turn at the 
camp. 

July 5, 1943: “A fine $50 contribu- 
tion to the ‘Smokes for the Boys 
Overseas’ fund was voted by the board 
of directors last week. This money will 
finance the purchase and sending of 
two full cases of Camel cigarettes to 
the boys of old Co. L of Astoria and 
their friends in the south Pacific.” The 
club also sent weekly editions of the 
Astorian to the local boys. 

July 26, 1943: “Astoria Kiwanians 
were asked last week by Kiwanian 
Bill Seeborg to open their homes 
and provide housing, if possible, for 
the wives of service men coming to 
Astoria to be near their husbands 
stationed here. The housing problems 
of the old town are becoming acute, 
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Bill told the boys.” 

August 16, 1943: “Monty Seine 
asked for volunteers ... to man the 
aircraft warning station on the hill, 
where hundreds of Astorians have 
been doing their stuff for the last year 
and a half ....” 

Looking back, 1944 was a relax- 
ing year on the home front. Senate 
candidate Wayne Morse spoke, as 
did young Walter Norblad who told 
about his missions flying over Europe. 
Axel Englund opened his own marine 
supply store. Dan Hall became 
principal of Robert Gray elementary 
school for the duration. The club 
repainted the Fort Astoria sign, then 
celebrated its own silver anniversary, 
honoring the four remaining charter 
members: Jens Hansen (died two 
months later), Charlie Erickson, Al 
Norblad, and Dr. Merwyn Smith. 
One highlight was establishment of 
a teen club in the American Legion 
building. As chairman of the Astoria 
Community council, Don Mitchell 
worked hard to enlist the help from 
other groups. More than 350 youths 
and parents were on hand for the 
opening ceremonies. 

At last, 1945 arrived. The club 
gave playing cards to the local Navy 
Hospital, provided prizes for the 4-H 
fair, collected clothes for the people 
of war torn Europe, and sponsored an 
Interfaith Brotherhood. First officers 
were Kiwanian Rev. Roy Fedje of 
the Methodist church, Father Joseph 
Vanderbeck of St. Mary’s parish, 
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Kiwanian Rey. J. Walton Kempe of 
Trinity Lutheran, and Alex Karsun, 
official of the Astoria Jewish council. 
Also serving were Kiwanians Brewer 
Billie, city manager, and Harold 
Haynes. Its first project was staging 
a Brotherhood Week dinner at the 
Methodist church which attracted 
300 diners. Harry Gevurtz of Portland 
was the speaker. 

The best thing about 1945 is that in 
November, Bob Lovell joined the club. 
At the time of this writing, he is the 
senior member, and his attendance is 
outstanding. Through the years he has 
been heavily involved with boys and 
girls service, a Boy Scout leader, 1951 
Kiwanis president, and 1955 Chamber 
of Commerce president. Almost every 
year through the 1950s he would prod 
the club to clean up the playground 
at 6" & Commercial. 

In June 1946, Al Norblad marked 
his 25‘8 year on the Astoria school 
board. The next month, former 
Kiwanian Robert D. Holmes was 
elected president of Astoria Rotary 
club, one step towards becoming 
Oregon governor. 

From September 1941, Kiwanis had 
met at George Amato’s supper club 
on the 11° Street side of the Sanborn 
Block. In November 1946 Kiwanis 
luncheons moved to Club 13 (The 
site is now the parking lot at 13° & 
Duane), staying there until 1955 when 
they moved to the John Jacob Astor 
Hotel mezzanine dining room. 

One way to pay for children’s 
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services is the ubiquitous Kiwanis 
gum machines. The club first placed 
twenty-four of them in May 1947. A 
long tradition is to pay tuition for 4-H 
club members’ attendance at its sum- 
mer school in Corvallis. The July 14 
newsletter has thank you letters from 
Margaret Zundel, Larry Garrett, and 
Delbert Sarkie. 

April 12, 1948: “Old Fort Astoria 
and its proper marking has been 
very much on the minds of Astoria 
Kiwanians the last week or so, with 
many club men present at the meeting 
of the city council a week ago when 
plans were proposed for doing some- 
thing about the site. A 60-day period 
has been set by the city fathers for 
going into all the angles in connection 
with whether the site shall be turned 
into a park or become business prop- 
erty. The Clatsop county historical 
society is spearheading the campaign 
for preservation of the old fort site 
with help from many civic organiza- 
tions and clubs of the county.” 

One institution of Kiwanis is 
the “inter-club.” This can be simply 
defined as the visitation of four 
or more members visiting another 
Kiwanis Club, arranged in advance. 
The club making the visit gets points 
which help the monthly report, thus 
making the Lt. Governor look good 
on the District Governor’s report. 
Inter-clubs were always noted in 
Keystone, and usually the names of 
the visitors were included. We haven't 
mentioned them until now because 


Cumtux — Vol. 28, No.1 — Winter 2008 


they happened so commonly that 
they hardly seem historic. But here’s 
one for the book --- July 26, 1949: 
“Nine Astoria Kiwanians led by 
President Ragnor traveled by auto and 
plane to St. Helens last Thursday .... 
Those making the trip were President 
Ragnor Johnson and Clayton Morse 
by car, while Harvey Loop, Bill 
Dickerson, Curt Uhl, Bill Cochran, 
Jim McDonald, Merv Eward and Bob 
Lovell went by plane.” 

The next item: “Kiwanian Vic 
Nunenkamp is to be congratulated 
on the fine air show given at the 
airport last Sunday. Harvey Loop, 
Curt Uhl, and Jim McDonald were 
other Kiwanians who took part in the 
show.” Loop was known as Oregon’s 
oldest pilot in 1949. 

Memorable programs in the 1940s 
included: 1942 - Leon Erickson, (AHS 
student) pianist; 1943 - Lt. Comdr. 
Edmunds, life on the cruiser Astoria 
before it was sunk; 1945 - Lt. James 
Convil, former city manager, tells of 
his experiences in occupied Europe; 
Rey. David J. Ferguson on his visit 
to United Nations meeting in San 
Francisco; 1946 - Anti-PUD day; Dr. 
Eastvold, president of Pacific Lutheran 
College and AHS graduation speaker; 
Dr. Ylvisaker, national director of 
Lutheran servicemen’s centers; 1948 
- Martha Ferguson McKeown and 
her uncle Mont Hawthorne on her 
book The Trail Led North; 1949 - Rev. 
Tanimoto, survivor of Hiroshima 
who was featured in John Hershey's 
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best seller, Hiroshima. 

February 28, 1950: “Kiwanians 
are urged to attend the Chamber of 
Commerce Friday when Ex-Governor 
Norblad, Al to us, will receive local 
recognition for having received the 
knight cross of the Order of the 
Northern Star for ‘services reflecting 
credit to Sweden.’ It is a great honor 
for one of our own citizens to receive 
this international recognition.” 

Mid-century service clubs enjoyed 
their friendly competition for status. 
Kiwanis and Rotary, each having a 
hundred members, enjoyed both the 
banter and the fellowship. These two 
clubs traditionally met together the 
day before Thanksgiving. At their 
1950 joint meeting, with Rotary presi- 
dent Roy Baker presiding, Kiwanis 
president Bill Cochran “expressed 
pleasure for ... being able to meet with 
the ‘old men’ of Rotary.” The speaker 
was the chaplain at the Tongue Point 
navy base, a Kiwanian. Both clubs 
welcomed local military officers as 
members. 

Another tradition was that the last 
meeting of the year was a children’s 
party. Members were urged to bring 
their children, grandchildren, or 
neighbor's children. They were well 
supplied with whistles, balloons, and 
noise makers, and the pianist livened 
the atmosphere by playing “Jingle 
Bells”, and such. Thirty-eight children 
were present at the 1950 party. 

Keystone editor Emmett Towler had 
been a general science teacher before 
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he became a high school principal. 
Sometimes he used didactic fillers 
instead of jokes. Here’s one which 
serves local interests. December 26, 
1950: “If you live on a lot 50 x 150 feet 
it would contain 7500 square feet. 
If 108 inches of rain falls during the 
year, this equals 4,212,000 pounds, 
or 2106 tons.” 

Bob Lovell was president in 1951. 
It was a happy year. Dues then were 
$39.00 for the year, or 75 cents per 
week. Clarence Short baked a cake 
each week and brought it to the board 
meeting to share. The club sponsored 
the Rubinoff piano concert which 
netted $377 for Camp Kiwanilong 
maintenance. On May 3, Polly 
McKean Bell spoke on the history 
of Flavel House, and showed numer- 
ous pictures of old Astoria. In July, 
Zion (now named Peace) Lutheran 
Church moved from its old site near 
18*? & Franklin to 12" & Exchange 
(The club has sometimes met there). 
Audrey Mistretta, Miss Tongue Point, 
sang her way to be crowned Miss 
Oregon. On October 9, Miss Mary 
Louise Flavel attended the meeting to 
introduce a representative of the Civic 
Music association who explained the 
purpose of the organization and urged 
all to cooperate. The club also favored 
Astoria High School by paying $46.55 
to buy vitamins for its football team. 
The New Year children’s program 
featured a dance program arranged 
by fifteen year old Jeanne Maddox, 
teacher of fifty students. 
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As has been noted above, the 
Kiwanis Club has a long history 
of relating with rural people (an- 
nual Farmers Day luncheon, 4-H club 
sponsorships, Grange dinner dances, 
etc.) On September 13, 1951, was held 
the first Brownsmead Corn Feed. 
“Our Agriculture Committee and 
their chairman Gordon Hood, have 
been working on this event for quite 
some time past, and now for your 
enjoyment and the opportunity of 
eating and mingling with your farmer 
customers, neighbors and friends, 
they have completed all arrangements 
for you and your wife to enjoy an 
evening away from home with that 
delicious roasted Brownsmead corn 
for your dinner. The 8:00 p.m. hour 
[and $1.00] is for the convenience of 
the farmers and their families.” 

A hundred dinners were served 
to forty-four Kiwanians, wives and 
guests. County Judge Boyington, 
commissioner Verne Stratton, Don 
Mitchell, Vic Johnson, Don Jossy, 
Pete Cosovich, and Clarence Short 
greeted the farmers, and Grange 
Master Richard Sorenson, Fred 
Rudat, and Mr. McEntire responded. 
The event continued for several years 
as a Kiwanis party but, changed to 
daytime, it gradually morphed into 
today’s popular community event. 

There were clouds on the horizon 
however. At a meeting in January 1951, 
Col. Arthur Fertig spoke, reporting 
that the American Legion favored 
universal military training as the 
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only way to be ready for the next 
war. Kiwanian Vic Nunenkamp was 
called back into the military, perhaps 
to Korea. Rev. Jim Brougher, the 
perennial summer speaker, spoke 
on “A New Day in the Orient: 
Communism.” 

As the decade marched forward, 
these are some of the community ser- 
vice projects of the club not previously 
mentioned: Teen talent shows, AHS 
career days, foreign exchange stu- 
dents, Flavel House restoration, Lewis 
& Clark sesquicentennial funds, 
church directories for hotels, civil 
defense posters, Boys and Girls State 
camps each year (Bob Canessa, 1955; 
Karen Mellin, 1959), weekly Sunday 
morning scripture readings by club 
members on KAST, welfare clothing 
depot, helped with Lions club paper 
drive, sponsored Laff-O-Rama chil- 
dren’s show, Midget Baseball game, 
Portland bagpipe band for Regatta 
parades, University of Oregon band 
concert, U.S. Air Force Band, U.S. 
Navy Band, wrestling match, and 
mobile chest x-ray visit. 

In 1924 the club purchased a silver 
trophy called the Astoria High School 
Scholarship Cup on which names of 
outstanding students selected by a fac- 
ulty committee were engraved, a boy 
and a girl each year. Probably because 
all spaces had been used, 1950 was the 
last year names were added. In 1952, 
honored seniors from AHS and Star 
of the Sea were introduced, but their 
names weren't reported in Keystone. In 
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1955, eighteen senior honor students 
and their advisors were introduced. 
They were from Astoria, Star of the 
Sea, Knappa, and Warrenton high 
schools. 

For over fifty years, since 1953, 
the club has sponsored the Junior 
Regatta Parade, sometimes called “the 
kiddies’ parade.” In 1956, some 240 
young Astorians took part. It is still 
considered an indispensable feature 
of Astoria Regatta. 

On February 14, 1954, Oregon 
was 95 years old. “Observing the an- 
niversary date ... our own Kiwanian 
and ex-governor ... Al Norblad ... 
recited the high lights of Oregon as a 
young state and the many problems 
confronting the citizens of that day 
--- also the names of many of the 
great men, nationally, of this state 
--- the many outstanding laws that 
since have been copied by all other 
states. He held an autographed picture 
of Judge ‘Buck’ Buchanan, who 
wrote the Oregon song --- and had 
the picture passed around for those 
who never knew Buck to see his fine 
personality. He had a copy of Gabriel 
Franchere’s book on ‘Astoria’ which 
is one of the too printed and now 
carries an approximate value of $500. 
Gabriel was the clerk and secretary to 
the Astor party and is the man who 
named the point extending into the 
bay --- Tongue Point.” 

From about 1948, Al and Edna 
Norblad spent much time traveling. 
On returning, the former governor 
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was glad to tell the club of their 
experiences. Thus Kiwanians learned 
about South America, Australia, New 
Zealand, Fiji Islands, the Holy Land, 
Egypt, the island of St. Helena, and 
South Africa. Their last trip appears 
to have been through this country’s 
southwestern, southern, and eastern 
states in 1957, the year they celebrated 
their 51°* wedding anniversary. 

In December 1957 President Robert 
Niemi and the board decided to 
hold a pancake feed in the new high 
school cafeteria on March 14 and Is, 
1958, to benefit Camp Kiwanilong. 
Tickets would be $1.00 for adults, 50 
cents for children, or three for $1.00. 
The Quaker Oats company offered 
the services of Aunt Jemima as a 
promotional feature provided there 
was a parade she could ride in, so that 
was on March 13°*. Lt. Com. Martin 
Hanson was appointed general chair- 
man. His assistants were Clarence 
Short, Bill Seeborg, Maurice Wilson, 
Gene Lowe, Dick Aho, Jack Daly, 
Kent Freeman, Irwin Morrison, and 
Wendell Wilson. Girl Scouts would 
wait tables while 45 Kiwanians would 
cook, sell tickets and clean up. 

Sure enough, Aunt Jemima came 
and even sang at the club meeting. 
Mayor Cosovich presented her with 
the “Key to the City.” The final report 
showed a net of $687.70 which was 
deemed a great success. The follow- 
ing year, Pillsbury flour was used in 
deference to Astoria’s own industry. 
Even without Aunt Jemima, over 
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1,000 people were served, and the 
net was $719, but in 1960, the net was 
only about $410 --- earned by a lot of 
hard work! Nevertheless, the pancake 
feeds were repeated every six to twelve 
months until about 1977 when the club 
lost money on the event. 

Joe Nerenberg, 1960 president, of- 
ficiated at some sad meetings. The first 
issue of Keystone in January reported 
that circuit court judge Howard K. 
Zimmerman who had joined in 1922 
had died while vacationing in San 
Diego. John Mogenson, also 1922, 
died January 14. Garnet Green who 
had joined in 1922, but dropped out 
only to rejoin in 1939, died February 12. 
Marston Hussong who joined in 1956 
died February 18. Gustav Hellberg who 
joined in 1921 died on April 12. Five 
days later, our grief was for the loss of 
charter member and former Governor 
Al Norblad, age 79. Finally, Wesley 
Shaner Sr. died on April 26. 

We began this history with a list 
of heroes. There are a few more to 
mention. 

- Robert F. “Dixie” Moore, owner 
of the Dixie Bakery, joined the club 
in 1921. He was an enthusiastic par- 
ticipant in nearly every club activity. 
He was president in 1928, and Lt. Gov. 
the next year. At first his bakery was 
in downtown, but losing it in the great 
fire of 1922, he built a new plant on 
the southwest corner of 7° & Duane, 
behind Flavel House. On the night 
before January 1, 1938, that building 
burned. He immediately took space 
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in the Fellman Building, now Hunt's 
Furniture. Less than six months later, 
he suddenly died. His partner contin- 
ued the business. After the war, he built 
a fine structure—now the Franz bread 
outlet at 218° & Marine Drive. 

- Rev. David J. Ferguson, 
Presbyterian minister, joined in 1925. 
Although never president, he was an 
ardent member who was always willing 
to bea speaker. After moving to Salem 
in 1937, he kept in close contact with 
Astoria Kiwanians until his death in 
1959. 

- Gordon Sloan joined in 1940 as 
a partner in the Fulton law firm, and 
was 1946 club president. In 1958 he 
was appointed to the Oregon Supreme 
Court. 

- Guy Rea, 1948 president, was 
transferred to Portland in 1956 where 
he eventually became head of U.S. 
National Bank of Oregon. 

- Ragnor Johnson, 1949 presi- 
dent, became Oregon Real Estate 
Commissioner in 1954, then an FHA 
official in 1958. 

- Richard Boss, 1964 club president; 
first president of Clatsop Community 
College. 

- Donovan Mitchell not only kept 
Camp Kiwanilong going, but he made 
us all proud when in January 1961 he 
played golf and scored a hole-in-one. 

- Best of all is Clarence Short who 
joined in 1928 and was club president in 
1936. This history could not have been 
written without his care in organizing 
club records. * 


PRESIDENTS OF KIWANIS CLUB 
1936 TO 1960 


1936 Clarence Short, 
Elliott Hotel mgr. 


1937 Emmett D. Towler 
Astoria High School principal 


1938 Howard C. Reed, 
Central Grade School principal 


1939 Michael R. Jenkins, 
Woolworth Variety Store mgr. 

1940 Louis J. Kildall 
Kildall News Co. 

1941 Donovan Mitchell 
Columbia Oil Co. Lt. Gov. 1957 

1942 Herbert Hacker 
Texaco Oil Distributor 

1943 Earl Ebersole 
Woolworth Variety Store mgr. [Dr. 
Paul Walker, dentist, was elected and 
served January-March 1943, then was 


drafted. ] 
1944 James S. Hogg 


Astoria Business College, owner 
1945 Maurice Wilson 

Fisher Bros. Hardware mer. 
1946 Gordon Sloan 


Attorney 


1947 Robert A. Bellis 
City Lumber Co. mgr. Lt. Gov. 1950 


1948 Guy Rea 
U.S. National Bank mgr. 


1949 Keene D. Atwood 
PP & L (transferred to The Dalles in 
February) 

1949 Ragnor O. Johnson 
Federal Home Admin., retired regional 
mer. 

1950 William Cochran 


Cochran’ Department Store owner 


1951 Robert S. Lovell 


Lovell Auto Co. owner 


1952 Eugene Lowe 
Astoria Public Market mgr. 


1953 Don Jossy 
Zero Zone Cold Storage Co. 
1954 Don Patton 
Wholesale News Agency 
1955 Tom Christensen 
Pillsbury Flour Mill mgr. 
1956 Clifford Poole 
Pooles Music Store owner 
1957 Robert Niemi 
Oregon Egg Producers mgr. 
1958 Curtis Hoare 
Riviera Theater mgr. Lt. Gov. 1960 
1959 William Seeborg 
Hughes Ransom Mortuary 


1960 Joe Nerenberg 
Hildebrand’ Furniture Co. mgr. 
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Editor’s Notes 


By Liisa Penner 


Cumtux Corrections 

The last issue of Cumtux had two “proofing” errors. Paula Kallstrom was 
the author of the article on the Kallstroms in the last issue, Paul was the author. 
Paul had loaned us the photographs that we used in the article. The inside 
front and the inside back pages were accidentally reversed. 


New publication 

Bryan Penttila, author of the 2003 book Columbia River: the Astoria 
Odessey and a Winter 2002 Cumtux article “‘So Much for Astoria’: The 
Frontier Reality of Astor’s Western Dream,” is the editor and publisher of a 
new magazine Northwest Coast that will cover life styles and history of our 
area. [he first issue is due out about June 2008. 


Correct pronunciation 

At the office of the Clatskanie Chief, talking to Deborah Steele Hazen about 
her husband’s family, (Sven & Gullaug Tollifsen), I kept stumbling over the 
pronunciation of the word “Clatskanie.” She gave me the correct one. It ends 
like “n-eye” not “knee.” 





Carlton Appelo at left, Maia Wise in center, and Audrey Wirkkala in the Appelo 
Archive Center, located above the Comet Cafe, 1056 SR in Naselle, Washington — 


contributors to our story about Puget island. 
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The Astoria Theater, located on the corner of 12th and Exchange Streets, 
a few days after the fire in December 1922. The fire completely destroyed 
24 city blocks. Clark Gable got his early acting experience in this theater 


during the summer of that same year. 
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